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©S mar eine erfiebettbe geier, bie am 3. September 1893 
in (EJjtcago unb p>ar im ueuerbauten Äunftgebaube am ©eeufer 
im SDtittelpunft bes ©eföf)äftstheils ber ©tabt Chicago abge= 
galten rourbe. litt betreffenben £age fanb Vormittags in allen 
Eirdjen Chicagos ©ottesbienft ftatt. Nachmittags um 3 lltjr unb 
Ibenbs um 8 Utjr mürben bann jtoei überaus gut befugte Ver= 
fammlungeit im ermähnten Jluuftgebäube gehalten. gm ©ait^en 
mögen etroa 10,000 ißerfotten fid) p biefen Verfammlungen ein* 
gefuttben haben, unb märe bie $ahl ttodj größer gemefen, meint 
mau nidjt »ielfadj bie Vefiirdjtung gehegt hätte, bas ©ebrange 
roerbe fo grofs merben, bafj matt boch nichts uerfteheu forme. 
$as größte Kontingent [teilten freilief) bie lutherifdjen ©emeinben 
uon Chicago, allein auch aus ben benachbarten ©emeinben unb 
aus roeiter gerne hatten [ich eine ftattliche $ahl ©äfte eingefuttbett. 

git fdjönfter Drbuuttg »erlief bann bie geier ttadj folgen* 
bem Programm: NadjmittagS: 1. ©efang: „©in fefte Vurg 
ift uitfer ©ott", gefangen uon ber gefammten geftoerfammlung. 
2. geftrebe über bie §auptlehren ber IntEjerifc^en Jürdfje uon 
fßrof. g. Pieper, ©t. Souis, Nto. 3. ©efang: „Sobe ben £©rrn, 
meine ©eele" ; für btefe geier componirt uon Seljrer 93ttr£)enn, 
©Ijicago, gefangen uon ben oereinigten gemifchteit ©hören uon 
©hicago. 4. geftrebe: “Two hundred and fifty years of 
Lutheranism in America,” uon ißrof. 1. ©räbner, ©t. ßotliS, 
3Jto. 5. ©efang: „greifet ben Vater", gefungen uon ben uer= 
einigten gemischten ©hören uon Chicago. Ibenbs: 1. ©efang: 
“A mighty fortress is our God,” gefungen uon ber gefammten 
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geftoerfantmlung. 2. geftrebe übet bas ^fiema: „2ßir lieben 
unfer Sattb, barum lieben mit unfere ©emeinbefchulen", non 
^ßaftor Sauer, gort SBapne, 3nb. 3. ©efang: „gauchjet 
bem £>@rrn", gefangen oon ben Bereinigten 2Jtännercl)ören oon 
Chicago. 4. geftrebe: “A free Church in a free country,” 
non S3rof. 21. ßrutl, gort Sßapne, gnb. 5. ©efang: „Stiles, 
was Dbem hat", gefangen oon ben Bereinigten 3Jtcinnercf)ören 
oon 6l)icago. 2lm ©dl)luh ber beiben SSerfammlungen würbe 
bas ^eilige ißater Unfer gebetet unb bie Stnwefenben mit bem 
Segen bes &@rrn entlaffen. 

ißiele ©laubensgenoffen fjaben es jebenfalls bebauert, an 
biefem Sage nid>t in 6f)tcago fein unb biefer geiet beiwohnen 
ju föitnen. Unb fommen mir barum ihrem SBunfche grt)eifels= 
otjne entgegen, wenn mir ihnen einen fleinen @rfa£ baburch zu 
bieten fudhen, baf? mir bie bei ber geier gehaltenen Sieben oer= 
öffentlichen. Sludh oiele ber Sheilneljmer am gefte haben bas 
Verlangen ausgefprochen, bie Sieben gebrucft ju haben. 

2luf bringenbeS Bitten haben bie Slebner uns ihr .5Dlanu= 
fcript jur Verfügung geftellt unb geben mir bie Sieben in ber 
Sleihenfolge, in ber fie gehalten roorben finb. 

äftögett nun auch bie gebrucften Sieben jum geugnih bienen 
für jebermann, bah unfer theures americanifchUutherifches 3i°n 
bas Söanner be§ Sßortes ©ottes h oc h f)citt unb feine Seine feine 
anbere ift, als bie alte reine ©ibetlehre! SJlögen fie auch uns 
©liebem ber tutherifdEjen ftircfie baju bienen, bah wir oon neuem 
etfennen, wie reich unfer ©ott uns gefegnet hat! Unb möge 
folche ©rfenntnih uns reifen §u herzlichem San f gegen ©ott unb 
jur treuen SSewahnmg ber uns oerliehenen ©üter unb ©aben! 
$aS walte ©ott! Simen. 

gm Stuftrag ber Sommittee 


^3. iöJerbiü. 


Ißa* ift Jutßerfpum? 

35on sprof. g. Spicker. 


S^eure ©laubensbrüber, geehrte Stnroefenbe ! 

SBetm idh aufgeforbert bin, an biefem Sage unb in biefer 
33er|ammlung 31 t Seiten ju reben, fo faffe i<^> bie mir gefteßte 
Aufgabe baijin auf, baff ich bie Sel)re ber lutfjerifchen JUrcfie in 
ihren ^auptpunften bariegen foß. So miß ich beim, fo furz mir 
bies möglich ift, bie grage beantworten: 

938a3 ift $*utf)ctfl)um ? 

SBaS ift Sutherthum? Stuf biefe grage läfjt fiel) eine 2lnt= 
wort geben, bie nicht nur furj, fonbern auch fo utnfaffeitb ift, baff 
in ihr bereits bie Sehren, welche man als Sonberleljren ber Iuthe= 
rifdhen Kirche bezeichnet tiat, enthalten finb. Sieje furje unb 
aßumfaffenbe Antwort lautet: ®as Sutherthum ift bie Sehre, 
baff ein üftenfcl) aus ©naben um ©hrifti wißen unb nidht — auch 
nicht jum taufenbften Sfjeil — burclj eigene ©eftrebungen, SBerfe 
ober SBitrbigfeit oor ©ott gerecht wirb unb bie Seligfeit erlangt. 
Siefe aus ber ^eiligen Schrift genommene unb auf ©runb ber 
Schrift burch alle einzelnen Sehren confequent f eft = 
gehaltene Sehre — bas ift Sutherthum. 

Unterbricht mich hier 3»emanb mit bem ©inrourf : „Xaä foß 
Sutherthum fein! Sene Sehre ift ja ©hriftenthum überhaupt!" 
— fo ift meine Antwort: Slßerbings, bas ift ©fwiftenthnm ftber= 
haitpt. Sie lutfjerifche Ütirdhe hat auch nie ben Slnfpruch er= 
hoben, baff ihre Sehre etwas au|er unb neben bem ©hniften= 
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ttjurn fei. Sielmefir l;at fie immer tjeroorge^oben, baff ihre 
Sebre bie einfältige, in ber ^eiligen ©d^rift geoffenbarte djriftlicbe 
Seljre fei. 97icf)tö nte£)r nnb nichts wertiger! „@ered)t unb felig 
aus ©naben nm Gljrifti mitten, unb nicljt burcfj eigene äBerfe" — • 
bas ift roie bie Summa bes 6t)rifientf)umä, fo auch bes 8utber= 
ttmmä. 

So einfach ift bie Sache? Slllerbings! ®as ©brifteittbum 
ift nicht etwas fo Eomplicirtes, baff nur bie befoitbers gelehrten 
unter beit 2Jtenfdben auf bent SBege gelehrter Stubien unb langer 
33eratf)ungen batjinter fommeit fönnten, roas 6tjriftentt)um fei, 
mätjrenb bie Ungelehrten bie Siefultate ber 'gorfdmttgen ber „in= 
teltectueüeu Stiefett" abroarteu müßten. Stein, nein! ß|riftus 
bat mit ber Offenbarung ber dfrifttidjen Religion ber SBelt nicht 
ein Stätbfel aufgegeben, fottbent er nennt gerabe bie „Sirmen" 
unb bie „Umntinbigen" als foldje, roeldje bie non iljm geoffeits 
bartb SBatjr^eit oerfteljen. ®a§ 6t)riftentt)um ift bie Steligion für 
alle 3)tenfcbett oEme Unterfdjfiebj bie Stetigion, roeldje bent Itinbe 
mie bem SJtanite, betu Ungelehrten roie bem ©eleljrten gleid£>er= 
ntafsen üerftänblid) ift. 2tud) ber Ungelehrte, roenn er fiel) an 
ßtjrifti SBort — an bas flare SBort ber Schrift — tjält, fattn 
alsbalb auffajfen, roa§ bie cljriftlidie Steligion, unb ?roar gerabe 
aud) in ihrem Uttterfcbiebe uott allen anbern Steligionett, fei. 

Saffeit Sie mich an bie offenfunbige aber oft uergeffene 
^t)atfacf)e erinnern, baff es nur jroei roefentlicb oerfdEnebette 
Steligionen in ber SBelt gibt. Stur giuei, nicht mehr ! Stad) ber 
einen foH ber Sttenfcb ganj ober tljeilroeife auf bem SBege ber eige= 
nett Söerfe felig roetben; nadf ber anbern ift bie ©tlangung ber 
Seligfeit non ben eigenen SBerfen bes 9Jtenfc£>en gänjlid) tosgelöft, 
mirb bie Seligfeit bem SJtenfdjen aus ©naben, als ein ©efdjenf 
©ottes, ju Xt;eü. Sie erftere Steligion ift bie bes natürlichen 
SJteitfdjen. äBettn ber natürliche Sttenfcb fid; überhaupt noch mit 
ber $ ra 9 e befdjäftigt, roie ber Sttenfcb ju ©ott fomrne unb felig 
roerbe, fo meint er baS $iel auf bem SBege feiner moralifcbett 
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SBefferung unb feiner guten Sßetfe erteilen ju müffen. ^ierijer 
gehören bie foft ungefügen jeibnifdjen ^Religionen, unb innerhalb 
ber äußeren Gfjriftenfieit biejenigen, weldje ebenfalls teuren, baff 
ber SRenfdj fetbft — büret; feine Sefferung unb feine Sßerte — 
fid; ©otte§ SBotdgefatlen ganj ober tEjeitroeife -juwege bringen 
fönne unb muffe. Sie leidere ^Religion, bie Steligion, nacf) 
melier bie ©etigfeit betn URenfdjen ohne beffen eigene Sßerfe 
afs ein @nabengefd;enf ©otteö j$u Xt)eil wirb, ift bie cbrifttic^e. 
2Bol;er fommt biefer roefentlid;e Unterfcfneb gmifcf»ert bem Gl;riften= 
tl;um unb allen «übern ^Religionen? 2)al;er. 2tße anbetn 5Reli= 
gionen aufjer ber djriftlidjen l;aben blofje ^ieligions teurer, 
welche iljren 3lnt;ängern geroiffe — nad; ben nerfcfjiebenen 2ln= 
fickten ber £e£;rer oerfdjiebene* — SSetfe jur SBiijjung ber ©ünben 
oorfdjreibcn. ®ie d;riftlid;e ^Religion bagegen jat nid;t etwa 
einen bloßen dieligionslejrer, fonbern einen ^eitanb, einen 
igeilanb, ber fetbft — in feiner eigenen Sßerfon, burd; fein fte£t= 
oertretenbeS i£l;un unb Seiben — allen 9Renfd;en bie ©etigfeit 
erroorbeu £)at, biefelbe nun im ©oangelium al§ ©efd;enf anbietet 
unb bal;er ooit bett 9Renfd;en and) nidit ba§ geringfte SBerf il>rer= 
feitö forbert, womit fie fid^ erft itod) bie ©etigfeit »erhielten müf 3 = 
ten. „©ielje" — Reifst e§ oon biefem Igeilanb in ber ©cljrift — 
„fiel;e, ba§ ift ©otteä £atnm, weld;e§ ber SBelt ©ünbe trägt" ; 
„berfetbige ift bie 23erföt)nung für unfere ©ünben. s Jtidd allein 
aber für bie unfern, fonbern aud; für ber ganzen SBelt." „ffür= 
wat;r, er trug unfere Uranffjeit unb lub auf fid; unfere ©cl;mer= 
jen ... ber £@rr warf uufer aßer ©ünbe auf ijn." ,,©ott war 
in Gjrifto unb »erfölmte bie 2Belt mit it;m fetber." SRit anbern 
äBorten: dtad; ber djriftlidjen ^Religion ift ja ber ewige ©ol;it 
©otte§ ein 2Renfd) geworben, £>at an ©teße ber SRenfdjen aße 
$orberungen bes göttlichen ©efe|es erfüßt, aße ©trafen für bie 
Ucbertretungen ber äRettfcjen getragen unb fo aßen -äRenfdjen, 
uicjt blof; jum Sjetl, fonbern »oüfommen ©nabe unb ©etigfeit 
erworben, $ür SRenfdjenroerfe, bie ju bem gett;an werben. 
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um ©ott erft nodjj ganj ober tljeilroeife ju uerföfjnen, ift in ber 
cfjriftlidjen fJiettgion fdfdedfterbings fein ißlafj. @s fann ftdfj Rie= 
mattb in fc^ärferen ©egenfafi jum ©fjriftentfium ("teilen, als wenn 
er noct) Rtenfdjenroerfe jur ©riangung ber «Seligfeit oorfc^reibt. 
Rein aus ©ttabeu um ©firtfti toillett ofyne 33erbienft ber SBerfe 
felig roerben — bas ift bas ©igentl)ümlid)e ber djriftticfjen Reti= 
giou, bas, rooburdfj bie cfiriftlicfie Religion fid) oon allen anbern 
fogenannten Religionen unterfdfieibet. ©arin ift es begrünbet, 
bajf audj ber ©dfädjer am ftrei^, ber nocf) in ber testen ©tunbe 
jur ©rfenntnifs feiner ©ünben fommt unb jum Igeitanbe um 
©nabe fd;reit, ju ©naben angenommen unb felig roirb. ©iefe 
©nabeitleljre in ifjrer ganzen Reinheit unb burcl) alle Sefjrartifel 
§inburdfj feftgeljalten — bas ift Sütfiertljum. ©urcfj bie ©r= 
fenntnif unb Rerfünbigung biefer Sefire ift Sutfjer ber Reforma= 
tor ber Mrdje geworben, wie bie Reformationsgefdjidbte ausroeift. 

freilich, foll biefe ©entralleljre bes ©firiftentlmms unoerlefct 
bleiben, fo ift nötfiig, bafj nocl> anbere, ebenfo flar in ber ©clirift 
geoffenbarte Sefiren angenommen roerben. 

©o bie biblifclje Sefjre oon ©fjrifti ^Serfon unb 2Berf. 
Ricljt bas 23lut eines bloßen RJenfd&en, foubern bas 93lut 3©(\u 
©fjrtfti bes © o [j n e s © o 1 1 e s madjt uns rein oon allen ©ünben, 
bas Reifet, ift ein Söfegelb, burdb roeldjes bie ©ünben aller tau= 
fettb RMionen Rtenfctjen oollfommen gefüfmt finb. ©o f)ält bie 
lutljerifcfie Äirdje uuerfdjütterlidjj feft, einmal, baff ßfjriftus ber 
roafjrfiaftige, roefentli<|e ©ofm ©ottes fei, unb fobann, baff 
©fjrifti ©fjun unb Seiben im ©taube ber ©rniebrigung nid;t bloß 
feiner meufdfjlicljen Ratur, fonbern ber ganjen ^Serfon, aud; bem 
©offne ©ottes roaljrljaftig jujueignen fei. ©ie lutljerifcfje Jtircf)e 
läfft fidj auf feinen ©ompromifs mit benen ein, roeldfe bie wafire, 
roefentlidje ©ottfieit ©Ifrifti leugnen ober in neftorianifdfer SBeife 
bie ißerfoit unb bie Söerfe ©firifti jertrennen. 

©obamt £)ält bie lutl>erif(|e jtirdjje jur Reinerlfaltung ber 
©nabenlefire bie biblifc^e Sefire oon ben @nabenmit = 
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teln feft, bas halfst, bie Setjre, bah ber ^eilige ©eift bie non 
©hrifto erroorbene ©nabe nicht unmittelbar, burch eine geheime, 
magifdfe SBirfung, fonbern tebiglich burch bie non ©ott georbneten 
änderen Mittel, nämlich burch bas (Soangetium unb bie ©acra= 
mente, an bie SJtenfdhen fjeranbringe unb ben SDtenfdhen mittheile. 
■Kit anbern SBortett: gragt ein jur ©rtenntnifs feiner ©ünben 
gefotnmener ätteitfd) uns Sutheraner: „rooran fatm id) es merfen, 
bah ©ott and) mir grtäbig fein motte?", fo fenben mir ihn roeber 
auf Steifen, noch hoffen mir ihn in fiel) felbft hineinfdhauen, 
um eine unmittelbare SBirEung bes ^eiligen ©eiftes ober ein @e= 
fühl ber ©nabe ju ermarten, fonbern mir nermeifen ihn auf bas 
objectioe SBort bes @oangeliums unb auf bie ©acramente unb 
heilen ihn glauben, rnas ©ott ba ben armen ©ünbern ohne 
tlnterfcfneb jufagt unb barbietet, nämlich bie non (Ehrifto erroor= 
bene Vergebung aller ©ünben, Seben unb ©etigfeit. 3 m SBort 
bes ©nangeliums unb in ben ©acramenten fommt 
jum geroiffen, unfehlbaren SluSbtucE, mie ©ottes 
tgerj ju ben ©ünbern ft e h t , nämlich, bah er ihnen um 
(Shrifti mitten gnäbig fei unb ihnen bie ©ünbe nergeben motte. 
2)as SBort bes ©nangeliums ift „bas SBort non ber Sßerfö£)= 
nung", mie ber Slpoftel es ausbrüdt, bas Imiht, bas SBort, bah 
©ott burch Ghriftutn mit allen -©ünbern nerföhnt fei. ®ie 
Tarife gefdhieht, mie ©t. Petrus am erften Sjßfingftfeft bezeugt, 
„jur Vergebung ber ©ünben". 3m heiligen Slbenbmahl reicht 
©hriftus ben ßommunicanten feinen ßeib, ber für fie gegeben ift, 
unb fein SJlut, bas für fie nergoffen ift, um fie ju nerfidhern, bah 
auch fie %f)eil h a ^ en an ber ©rlöfuitg, bie buroh ihn nottbracht ift. 
®as ift bie lutherifdje Sehre non ber SBeife, mie ©ott, nadjbem 
bie (Srlöfung aller Sftenfchen burch ßh^ftum gefdjeljen ift, nun 
bie einzelnen Sttenfchen, meldje ob ihrer ©ünbe erfdmoden fiitb 
unb nad) feiner ©eligfeit fragen, feiner ©nabe nerfichert, Stiles 
ift SBirfung bes ^eiligen ©eiftes, aber SBirfung bes |>eili= 
gen ©eiftes burch’s SBort. ®ie lutherifche Sfirdje oermirft 
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fomit auf ber einen ©eite bie fatfdie iBeräußertidjung, als 
ob ber äußere ©ebrauch ber ©nabenmittel ofme ©tauben fcßon 
des £>eit§ tljeütjafttg mad)e, auf ber anbern Seite bie f a tf cb> e 
33erin„nerlichung, rtacf) welcher ber Sünder Dßr, Stuge unb 
feetft oon bett objectioeu ©nabenmittein abroenbet unb bie ©ewiß= 
tjeit ber ©nabe oon einer SBirfung des ^eiligen ©eiftes außer unb 
neben ben ©nabenmittein erwartet. Surcß beibe faifcbe SBeifen 
mirb auch bie Eentraltehre des 6tjriftentf)um§, baß mir aus ©na* 
ben um Eßrifti willen, unb nicht burd) eigene 2öerfe fetig werben, 
uerleuguet. SBie nämlich? ©o: 28er ftch einbitbet, baß erfdhon 
burdh ben äußern ©ebraudj ber ©nabenmittet otjne ©tauben ein 
Äinb ©ottes fei, ber fegt feine 3uoerfid)t nicht auf ©ttrifti 33er= 
bienft, foitbertt auf bie eigenen Sßerfe ber äußeren Äirdjlichleit. 
Unb wer bie gufidtjerung ber ©nabe nidit im ©tauben aus bem 
Eoangetium unb ben Sacramenten nehmen, fonbern nur in fidh 
felbft t)ineinfd)auen will, ber gri'mbet im beften galt — es läuft hier 
nätntidh auch oiel Setbftbetrug mit unter — bie Vergebung ber 
Sünden auf bie Erneuerung unb Zeitigung, atfo nicht auf Eßri= 
ftum, fonbern auf eigene SBürbigfeit. SDie tutherifdje 5lircf»e legt 
bat;er in ihrem SBefenntuiß forgfam bar: Unter ©nabe, durch 
welche ein SRenfd) gerecht unb fetig wirb, ift nidit etwas, was in 
bem Sttenfchen fidj befindet, jiNoerftehen, nämlich nicht bie ©na= 
beug a ben ober ©naben wir hm gen, als ba finb Erneuerung, 
Heiligung, gute SBerfe — wiewohl biefe fich bei jedem ßtmften 
finden — fonbern etwas, was in © o 1 1 ift, nämlich ©ottes 
gnädige ©efinttung, bie Etjriftus uns butdj fein SSerbienft 
juwege gebracht hat, welche gnädige ©eftnnung ©ott im 2ßort 
unb in ben Sacramenten ben SJtenfdjen offenbart, wohin ba= 
her alte Sünder, bie nach einem juoertäffigen Slnfergrunb des 
©taubens fragen, im ©tauben fid; ju hatten haben. 

So lehrt denn bie tutfjerifdje Kirche auch die @e mißfiel 
ber ©nabe unb des tgeits für bie ©haften. ®as $unba= 
ment ber ©ewißheit finb biefe SBahrheiten: Sitte Sünder finb 
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bitrd) gifrifti oottfontmenes 33erbienft oollfommen mit ©ott oer= 
fö^nt. Siefe Stjatfadje proctamirt ©ott im ©oaitgelium 
unb in bett (Sacra nt eilten, bamit bie ältenfdjen fie glauben. 
So ift, um in beit 39efi| bes !geils unb jur ©emife^eit besfelben 
31 t fomtnen, oon Seiten bes 3)tcnfdfen weiter nichts nötfjig als ber 
©taube. Sßo ßweifel an ber ©nabe oorfjanben ift, ba rüttelt 
man an einer biefer SBaljrljeiten. ©ntmeber leugnet man bie oolb= 
fomntene 33erfö£)iuutg bttrd) gfjriftunt unb will nod; ben üJleitfdien 
felbft Sünbe bejahten laffen, ober man leugnet bie Sarreidiung 
ber ©nabe bnrd; bie ©uabenmittel unb nmtjtt, um bie ©nabe 31 t 
erf)afd)ett, in feinem eigenen Tunern, ober es fef)lt am ©tauben, 
fei es, baff mau nodj gar nidfjt wegen feiner Sünben non bergen 
erfdiroden ift unb baljer aud) nidfjt nad) ber ©nabe fragt, fei es, 
bafj man fid) ber ißerjweiflung £)ingibt unb tböridjtermeife meint, 
bie Sünben feien größer, als bafj fie oergeben werben fönnten. 

So<$, man fragt fjier oielteidjt etwas uttgebulbig: „2So 
bleiben beim itad) lutfierifdjer Seljre bie guten 2B er fe?" 9tun, 
fie tommen fcfjon. Sie guten Söerte finb mit beut ©lauben fo 
unser trennliclj oerbuitben, wie bas Senaten unb bie SBärme 
mit ber Sonne, greilid) oerfteljen wir fjier unter „©taube" bas 
00 m heiligen ©eift gewirfte iöertrauen auf ßljriftum ben ©es 
freu^igten. Ser fogenannte l;iftorifd;e ©laube ober ber Äopfs 
glaube, nad) weldjetn $etnanb aus 58ermmftgrünben, ober lebigs 
liä) auf bie Autorität ber $ird)e, ber Seljrer ober ber ©ttern l)in 
bie c^riftlidje £el)re fidj gefallen läfjt, bewirft fo wenig eine innere 
geiftlidje SBanblung, Heiligung unb gute 2 Berfe, als ber ©taube 
an ©onfucius ober Subbtja. Slber bas ift aud) nidfjt ber djrifts 
licfie ©laube. 3Benn bagegen eilt ütteufd; burd) bie ißrebigt bes 
©efe^es feine Sünbe ertennt, fo bau es bei it)m Reifet: „Verloren, 
oerloren", unb wenn iljm bann aus bem ©oangelium bie 2 BaIjr= 
fjeit entgegeuleudjtet unb bas ^erj einnimmt: „erlöft — ooH= 
fommen erlöft — burdf gtjriftum; gerettet, gerettet!" — bann 
»oüjie^t fidfj — burdl) biefeit ©lauben an Gfuiftum — eine innere 
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Umwanblung bes SEenfdien. Er wiE nun ^infort nid)t fid^ felbft, 
fonbent bem (eben, ber für t£>n geftorben unb auferftanben ift. 
®as ift ber uttäerteifjbare .gufamtnenljang, ber jwifdjett bem ©lau= 
ben unb ben guten SSerfeu befte|t. So unjerreifjbar ift ber $u= 
famntenliang, bafs erft ber ©taube fetbft fdjwinben mufj, et)e bie 
guten äöerte auffjören, unb bafs, roo ttjatfädjticE) leine guten 
SBerte finb, aud) fidjerlid) lein ©laube nortjanben ift. ®as ift 
lutfjerifdse Selsre! ©ie luttjerifcbe Äircfje teljrt aud) weiter, auf 
©runb ber Schrift, non ben guten SBerfen ber ©Triften, baff 
©ott biefetben fo gefallen, baff er fie mit einem ewigen @naben= 
lotjn tränt. „ 2 Ber biefer ©eringften einen" — fpricf)t ©firiftus 

— „nur mit einem 93ed)er taltes SßafferS träntet in eines 3ün= 
gers -Kanten, toabrlid), es mirb ifim nicfjt unbelofmt bleiben" 
(SJtatttj. 10, 42.). 2lber — fo fügt bie tnttjerifdje Mrd)e fftn^u 

— eins nermögen bie guten SBerte ber ©Triften nidjt, garnidd, 
aud) nid)t jum taufenbften ©fjeil: fie nermögen nic^t bie ©nabe 
©ottes unb bie ©eligteit guroege ju bringen. ®aS nerntag aEein 
bas noEtommene 33erbienft ©Ijrifti. 2Ber gute Sßerte tljut, in 
ber Meinung, baburd) ©ott fidj erft noch gnäbig 31 t machen, tf)ut 
lauter böfe Sßerfe, ber begefjt bas größte SerbrecEien, bas be- 
gangen werben fann, unb befinbet fi<$ im birecteften ®egenfa| 
3 um ©ffriftentfium, weil — nun weil er ©Ijrifti aEgiittiges 33er= 
bienft nerleugnet. ©in folget nimmt benn and) ein ©nbe mit 
©djredeit. ®ie Schrift fprid^t nidjt nur über bie offenbaren 
©itnber, fottbern aud) über aEe, welche 2 Berfe t£)un in ber 9M= 
nung, baburd) nor ©ott geredjt ?u werben, ben glud) aus. ©o 
fdjreibt nämlid) ©t. ißaulus ©al. 3, 10. : „®ie mit bes ©efefses 
SBerfen umgefien, bie finb unter bem gtud)." 

^d) fönnte l;ier abbredjen, weil idf) bie tQauptguntte ber 
igeilsletire, wie fie in ber luttjerifdjen Stird)e geführt wirb, in 
it)rem gufammentjang turj bargelegt l)abe. ®od) erbitte id) mir 
nod) einige -Btinuten ©ef)ör, um bie ©teEung ber lutf)erifd)en 
Stircfje in folcfjen fragen, wie: „Sffias ift bie Äirdje?", „'©er fjat 
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Autorität in ber Äirdje?", „&ird)e unb Staat", „ftircEje unb 
Zeitige ©dirift", „fürdje unb SBiffenfdjaft", mit raentgen 2Bor-- 
ten gu f finiten. 

2Baö ijl Ute Ättd&e? 

®ie Mrdje hüben bie burd) ben ^eiligen ©eift 9Biebergebor= 
nen, bas tiei^t, alte biejenigen, welche, halbem fie i^re 93er= 
bammungstoürbtgfeit erfannt haben, gur (Srfangung ber ©elig; 
feit nicht auf eigene SBerfe, fonbern allein auf (Sfjriftum ben @e= 
freugigten oertrauen. 3n toeffett bergen biefer ©taube nid^t ift, 
ber ift fein ©lieb ber chriftlidjen Äirche, mag er ißaftor, ißrofeffor, 
Gräfes, Söifdjof, s f3abft, Sättig ober Jlaifer fein, „äöer 6l)rifti 
©eift nicht hat, ber ift nicht fein" (9föm. 8, 9.). „2Ber an ben 
©oljn glaubet, ber hat bas emige Sehen. 2öer bem Sol;n nicht 
glaubet, ber roirb bas Sehen nid^t feilen, fonbern ber $orn ©ottes 
bleibet über it)m" (3of). 3, 36.). 

fffutorität in ber H'trdjc 

fiat nur Güter, ßljriftus. 2t Ue Gljtiften f mb einanber neben; 
georbnet. „Gtner ift euer ÜReifter, 6E)riftu§, ihr aber feib alte 
33rüber" (ibtattf). 23, 8.). äBeun in ber £ird)e ein ßlirift über 
benanbern herrfcfien roitt, fo ift bas ein ÜJtaje ft ätsoerb regelt, 
toeil er fiel) etwas anmafft, was ©hriftus fid; allein oorbeljalten £)at. 
Gfiriftus aber übt feine fjerrfdjaft aus burd) fein SBort, 
baß er in ber ^eiligen ©dirift fiat fipiren laffen. 3« ber Äirdfe 
ßfiriftt gefjt es nad) bem: „@s fielet gefebrieben." 3n>ar ift 
biefes SBort — wie alle geiftlidhen ©üter — urfprünglidh ber 
ganzen c^riftlic^en ©emeinbe anoertraut, unb fie fiat auf ©ottes 
S3efef)t bie öffentlichen ißrebiger biefes UBortes gu befteUen. Slber 
fie harr feilt nicht über bie ißrebiger, toeil fie ihnen nichts an; 
beres gu prebigen auftragen fann, als ©ottes äBort, tote es in 
ber ©dirift gefdjriebett ftef)t. ltnb ber ^Srebiger f)errfd)t feiner; 
feits nicht über bie ©emeinbe, weil er if;r nicht eigene 9Jtei= 
mutgen, fonbern nur bas, roas gefdirieben ftetit, prebigen barf. 
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©o bleibt ©fjrifto bie 2tfleiitherrfchaft in ber Sirdfe burd) fein 
SBort. ©agt man, bie ©djrift fei aber bunfel, fo ifi bas nic^t 
mal)!, wie bie (Stiften aus ©rfaßrung wiffen. 2tber aüem 
©treit hierüber madfjt bie ©d^rift felbft ein ©nbe, intern fie fagt, 
fie fei and) ben Äinbern unb ginfaltigen War (2 Sim. 3. 5)3f. 8.) 
unb nur ben „Seifen unb Singen" cerborgen, bas heißt, ben 
Seuten, nietete in geiftlidjen Singen aus fiel) felbft etwas toiffeit 
toollett. Sie lederen fütb es auc^, ioeld)e immer bie Verwirrung 
in ber d)riftlichen Sirdje angeriä)tet l)aben unb nod) anricjjten. 

Seil allein ©hrifti ^errfdl)aft burd) fein Sort in ber Sirene 
anjuerlennen ift, fo fcfjeibet bie luffyerifclje Sirdjc fei^arf äwifchen 



@dttf§ Oiebote« uiti» SWenfdjfitßeböfen. 

Sas fiel) als ©ottes Sort unb ©ottes ©ebot nadjroeifen läßt, 
bas nimmt fie als gewiffenscerbinblich an unb bacon Icifst fie 
unter leinen Umftänben etroas nad), benrt nid;t jnm Verfdfroeü 
gen, fonbent jutn Vefemten ber göttlid)en Sattheit ift bie Sirene 
in bie Seit geftellt. Sas aber nic^t burd) göttüdjes ©ebot be= 
ftimmt ift, bas muß in bie Freiheit ber ©hriften geftellt bleiben. 
Seher eilte einzelne ißerfon, noch ein ©oßegiitm con tperfonen, 
noch bie fogenannte ganje Svirdje haben in ber Äirdje etwas -pt 
gebieten, toaS nicht in ber ©dirift geboten ift. Um ein Veifpiel ait= 
iptführen: 3d) faitn mir felbft ein^aften aitferlegen, roeitu ich für 
gut halte. 2lber wenn ich einem 3weiten, Sritten, Vierten 2 C. ein 
haften gebieten wollte, fo wäre bas ein ©reuet, ©in ©hrift foß, 
wenn’S fein müßte, eljer bas Seben laffeit, als SCRenfdhengeboten in 
ber Streife fid) unterwerfen. Senn bahnt d) würbe er »on ©hrifto, 
als feinem einigen ßßeifter, abfaßen unb ITJenfdjen feinen ©ott fein 
taffen. 

„Son $trilje unti ©tont" 

% 

hält bie lutherifcEje Sircße, baß beibe göttlicher Drbnung feien. 
Sie Sirdfe ift na<h ber ©c^rift bas auf ben ©runb ber Slpoftel 
unb Propheten erbaute geiftliihe fbaits ©ottes. 2'lber auch 
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von beut «Staat fdjreibt St, SßauluS 3 töm. 13 . : „Söo aber Dbrig= 
teit ift, bie ift »on ©ott oerorbnet." ®at;er wirb es aucf) in 
ber Schrift beit Sßriftert jur gemacht, für bas Sefte bes 

Staates ju forgen, für bettfelben ju beten, rotßig Abgaben 5« 
enteilten 2c. Iber wierooßl beibe, 5 lird£>e nnb Staat, ©ottes 
Drbnung finb, fo bürfett fie bod) nidjt mit eittanber oermifdjt 
werben. Hirdfe unb Staat ßaben ^anj oerfd)iebene 3 e ^ e * 
®urd) ben Staat will ©ott bie äußere Drbnung unter beit 3 Jten= 
fdjen aufredjt erhalten ; burd) bie Äirdje will er bie fDlenfcßen 
felig machen. So finb bettn audj bie SDUttel, mit roeldten Kircfie 
unb Staat ißre gwede erreichen, ganj oerfdßeben. ®er Staat 
gibt äußere, bas bürgerliche Seben betreffenbe ©efeße unb wem 
bet nötigenfalls äußere ©etoalt an, um bie Unwilligen jur 
Unterwerfung ju jroingen. ®ie Äirdje liat lein aitberes SHittel, 
burd) welches fie wirft, als bie prebigt bes SSorteS ©ottes. Sie 
prebigt bas ©efeß ©ottes, um bie SJtenfdjen jur ©rtenntniß ißrer 
Serbammungswürbigteit 511 führen; fie prebigt bas ©oangelittm, 
mit bert SUenfcßen bas feeil burch ben ©laubeit an Gßriftum ben 
©efrettjigten ju offenbaren; ben ©läubiggeworbenen legt fie bas 
©efeß als Dtidjtfdmur eines gottgefälligen SBanbels oor unb 
macljt biefelbeu burd) bas ©oangelium immerfort willig unb 
tüchtig, itt ©ottes ©eboten §11 wanbelit. So richtet bie $irdje 
alles burd) bie prebigt bes SBortes ©ottes aus. ®ie Sürdfem 
gemeinftaft, weldje audb äußeren 3wang unb äußere. ©eroalt, 
„bie ßelfettbe ipanb bes Staates" 311m Sau ber ^ircße nermenben 
will, beweift baburd), baß fie nicht bie Siircße beffen ift, ber ge= 
fprodjen hat : „Sütein fJteicl) ift nidht oon biefer SBelt." 2lußer= 
bem treibt fie Jüttberei, ba bie.nereinigte SDtadjt ber Sereiuigteit 
Staaten unb fRußlanbs unb aller Sänber, bie baäwifcßen liegen, 
nicht hinreicht, um eine einige aHenfcßenfeele an Gßriftum gläu= 
big 311 machen. Unb wenn ber Staat es jtd) beifommen läßt, 
auftatt burd) äußere, bürgerliche ©efeße mit ©ottes SBort ju 
regieren, fo treibt er audj ®ßorf;eit, ba man nur ©ßriften, aber 
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nicht eine fo gemifdhte ©efeüfchaft, rote ber Staat immer fein | 
wirb, mit ©ottes SBort regieren fann. Äurj, Kirche unb Staat | 
ntiiffen getrennt bleiben, roenn fie nicht beibe »erpfufcht werben | 
follen. Sie tut^erifd^e Slirdhe mit it>rer flaren ©rfenntnifj bes i 
UnterfdhiebeS trott Staat unb ^ird^e £>at eine befonbere Aufgabe 1 
in biefem Sanbe. Sie tjat burd) ihr .ßeugnih bafür ju forgen, 
baff bie in uttferetn Sattbe fjefteijenbe Trennung non Äirche unb 
Staat aufrecht ermatten werbe. Siefe rechte gottgewollte @in= 
richtung unferes Sanbes ift »on mehr als einer Seite bebroljt. 

Sie werben »on mir erwarten, baff ich fddiefjlich auch mit 
einigen SB orten 

bie Stellung ber luthcrtfdjen Äirdje jur Schrift 

bariege. „SBas hältft bu »on ber Schrift?" Siefe grage ift in 
unferer $eit felbft in ber fiirdie eine »ielumftrittene. 93on ber 
luttjerifd^enfir^eiftäufagen: So entfliehen fie alle SJtenfd)en= 
autorität in ber Kirche jurüdweift, fo entfdneben hält fie an ber 
burchaus göttlichen Slutorität ber Schrift feft. Sie lutherifclje 
Kirche wagt fein SBort ber Schrift anbers ju beuten als es lautet, 
ober bie Schrift felbft es auslegt, weil ihr bie Schrift bas SBort 
bes majeftätifdhen ©ottes ift. So halt fie j. S3. »on ber Saufe, 
bafs bie Saufe bie Vergebung ber Sünben unb bie SBiebergeburt 
nicht blofs ab male, fonbern barreiche unb roirfe, weil bie Schrift 
fagt, baff bie Saufe „jur S3ergebung ber Sünben" gefchehe (Slpoft. 

2, 38.) unb biefelbe ein „Skb ber SBiebergeburt" nennt (Sit. 

3, 5.). So hält fie »om heiligen Slbenbmaljl, bah in bemfelben 
Seib unb S3tut ßlmfti nicht bloh abgebilbet werbe, fonbern 
wefentlich gegenwärtig fei, weil ©fjnftus fagt: „Sas ift mein 
Seib, ber für euch gegeben wirb", „bas ift mein S3lut, bas für 
euch oergoffen wirb." Slus biefem ©ebraudh ber Sdhrift ift leicht 
abäutteljmen, was bie lutherifdje Kirche »on ber Sdhrift hält. 
Sie hält »on ber Sdhrift, was biefe »on fiefj felbft behauptet, | 
wenn fie fagt: „aEe Schrift »on ©ott eingegeben". Sie Schrift I 
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ift burd) ■BJettfdjen, aber oon ©ott. ,,©ie Zeitigen 3Jtenfdjen 
©ottes'^aben gerebet, getrieben oon bem heiligen ©eift." ©o 
finb alle äBorte ber ©d^rift ©ott es SBorte unb barum audj 
irrthumsfrei. ©ie lutljerifdje $ird;e fpridjt ßfyrifto ttad;: ,,©ie 
©djrift fann nicht gebrochen roerbett" (3ot;. 10.)- 9BaS bie fo= 
genannten 3Biberfprüd)e in ber ©djrift betrifft, fo finb fie nur 
fdj ein bare. $8ei bett meiften berfelben liegt bie Sofuttg auf 
ber iganb. SBo ber Msgleidj uns nod; nidjt getingen toiU, taffen 
wir bie ©ad)e oorläufig auf fid) beruhen, toie mir fogar bei 
menfdjlidjeu töücbern tfiun. 3Son ber ©djrift aber fagt uns 
-©t)riftus felbft, baff in i£)r fein I^rrtfiunt oorfommen fönne. ®as 
ift bie Stellung ber lutfjerifc^en Kirche gur ©d;rift. ©araus er= 
gibt fid; beim auch, baff bie lutl;crifd;e Jfircbe, fo lange fie ihren 
©runbfähen treu bleibt, feine Setjrer in ihrer SDtitte bulbet, meldje 
bie unfehlbare Autorität ber @d;rift angreifen, felbft wenn jene 
Setjrer fich hierbei auf bie „2Biffeitfd;aft" berufen. 

$te (utt/crijdjc Mirrije uni bie 39Biffcnfd)ofi 

finb immer gute greunbe getoefen, toenn bie 2Biffettfdjaft oer= 
nünftig roar, bas bei ben ©ingen blieb, oon meldjen fie 
lüirflidh etroaS roeif;, 33. auf bem ©ebiet ber SRatur, ber ©e= 
fdjichte, ber ©pradjett jc. 2lud; bie eoangelifd;=[utherifd;e ©tjito= 
bat = 6onferenä biefes Sanbes pflegt fjöhere Sehranftalten, bie 
par nicfft oottfomnten finb, aber eine flaffifdje Söilbmtg oer= 
mittein, bie faum oon attbern Sehranftalten biefes Sanbes er= 
reicht rairb. Mer bas gefteljen mir: mir finb unoerföljnlidje 
©cguer ber SBiffenfcfjaft, bie fich mit ©ingen abgibt unb über 
©inge git ©ericht fißt, oon benen fie iticfjts raeifj. 3u biefen 
©ingen gehört oor Ment bie djriftlicije Steligion. 3a, roenn bie 
chrifttiche Uieligion eine Sieligiott märe toie bie anbetn! eine 
Sltetigion, roie ber 3Dtenf<h auf bem SBege be§ ©efefjes, nämlich 
burcl; eigene SBerfe in ben Fimmel fomme! 33on ber ©rfenntitifj 
beö ©efe^es ttämfid; finb im älfenfdjen nod; einige ©rümmer »or= 

2 
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hattbett, uttb fo fötmte ftdj bie menjd)tid)e SBtffenfchaft mit bet 
grage befc£)äfttgen, weldjes bie befteit Sßerfe, gut (Erreichung bes 
3telö feien. Stber nun ift bie diriftliche Religion gaitj anbers ge= 
artet. iUad; ihr ift bet Sohn ©otteS ein 3Jtenfcf) geworben, hat bie 
50tenfdjen bttrd) fein ftelloertretenbes Seben, Seiben uitb Sterben 
erlöft, fo baff nun bie iölenfdjen aus ©naben ofjne SBerfe burd) 
ben ©lattben an ©hriftum beit ©efreujigten felig werben, Sa§ 
finb, wie St. Paulus fagt, Singe, bie in feines ültenfchen ^erj 
gefonttneit ftttb. Sie djriftliche Religion liegt baljer gättjlid) über 
bie meitfcblidie Söiffenfd;aft hinaus auf bem ©ebiet ber göttlichen 
Offenbarung. SSentt bennod) bie SBiffenfdjaft über biefe Singe» 
ju ©erid;t ftgett will, fo ift fte toll geworben. Stuf gleicher Sinie 
mit ber djriftlid;en Religion felbft liegt natürlich bie ßrfeitntni^ 
guelle berfelben, bie ^eilige Schrift. @s ift ein üHiffbraud) 
uttb eine Sdjaitbuttg ber SBiffenfdiaft, wenn man fie in unferer 
$eit oerwettben will, um über bie Schrift ju ©ericht ju fi|en unb 
in ber Schrift Srrthünter nadttjuweifen. Sen SJtännern ber 
SBiffenfdjaft taffen wir bas SBort in Singen, non betten fie etwas 
oerfteljen. 3tber ber ^eiligen Schrift gegenüber follen atidi fie, 
wie alle SRenfchett, ben üJtunb ^halten unb anbeten. Sßollett fie 
bas nicht, fo haben fie in ber Stird)e, wetd)e nicht nach ^ en ^ e f- 
ten ber SBiffeitfchaft, fonbern nach ©ottes SBort regiert wirb, 
feinen Pa|. 

Soch ich muff hier abbredhen. Sch glaube bie Igauptpuntte 
ber lutherifchen Sehre fowie bie Stellung ber lutherifchen Jtirche in 
ben hauptfächliihften firddichen Sagesfragen bargelegt gtt haben, 
©ott fegne bie lutherifche Kirche jum tgeil nieler Seelen unb 
jum ?prei§ bes ^errtic^ert Samens S@fu ©tjrifti, bes tgeilaitbes 
ber SBelt! 


EPOCHS OP LUTHERANISM IN AMERICA. 

By Proi. A. GRAEBNER. 


As we turn back the leaves of history in the annals 
of the Lutheran Church in America to a period of two 
hundred years ago, we find in the last decade of the seven- 
teenth Century two sister-groups of churches, Lutheran by 
name and Lutheran at heart, both of them with a record 
of hardships and struggles uudergone in half a Century of 
colonial existence in a foreign land, both of them seem- 
ingly or really forgotten by the mother-church and mother- 
couutry beyond the seas, both of them seemingly aban- 
doned to the oblivion of an unknown sepulchre without as 
rnuch as a memorial slab and epitaph to indicate that in 
tliis far-off sunset world a Lutheran church had lived and 
lubored and struggled and died unhonored and unwept. 

Under very different auspices those two groups of 
Lutheran congregations had been ushered into being. 
Noar the banks of the majestic Delaware a Lutheran col- 
ony had been planted in 1638, and thus the well laid and 
well matured plans of the illustrious King of Sweden, 
Oustavus Adolphus, and of his chancellor, Axel Oxen- 
Htierna, one of the gründest politicians of all times and 
imtions, had been carried into execution, the expedition 
Imving been equipped with a lavish hand and led by an 
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experienced and talented Commander, Peter Minuit, so 
that if ever a colony liad been founded with fair prospects 
of success, it had most certainly been that colony of Lu- 
theran men and woinen, New Sweden on the Delaware, 
the first Lutheran congregation with a Lutheran pastor 
on American soil. But though other ships laden with 
Stores and implements carried other bands of Lutheran 
colonists, who joined those first settlers on Christina 
creek, though other Lutheran preachers arrived in the 
colony before and after the body of Reorus Torkillus, the 
first pioneer of the Lutheran ministry in America, had 
been laid earth to earth and dust to dust beneath Ameri- 
can sod, among them the gifted and learned Campanius, 
who rendered Luther’ s catechism into the Delaware In- 
dian tongue, before Eliot had given the Bible to Ameri- 
can aborigines, and though those early colonial preachers 
ministered to those early Lutheran congregations with un- 
tiring zeal, traversing the primeval forests by f air weather 
and foul on horseback and on foot, and the creeks and 
rivers in scooped logs and birch canoes : yet before the 
close of the Century the time had come when one aged, 
blind and decrepit Lutheran preacher only, no longer able 
to perform his ministerial duties, was left in what had 
once been New Sweden, and when he too had been called 
to his reward, the last Lutheran preacher of that period 
in America had passed away, and the Swedish Lutherans 
in the- Delaware valley, still numbering 919 souls, and 
still clinging to their Lutheran faith and worship, would 
meet in their decaying churches to hear lay-readers read 
from Lutheran postils, to sing their Swedish Lutheran 
hymns, and to bewail the deplorable condition of their 
Lutheran church. 
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Nor was the other group of Lutheran congregations 
in America in a less deplorable condition at that time. In 
the Hudson valley, linder the pressure and persecutions 
of a Dutch Reformed establishment and civil govern- 
ment, the Lutherans in New Netherlands had after va- 
rious rebukes at last succeeded in obtaining a minister to 
labor in their midst, and other Lutheran ministers had 
followed. In spite of placards, and edicts, and conventicle 
acts, and fines, and imprisonments, and petty tribulations 
intended to subdue them into conformity with the Cal- 
vinistic Articles of Dort, those Dutch Lutherans had per- 
sisted in their allegianee to the Lutheran Confession of 
Augsburg, had struggled 011 while Dutch rule changed 
into English, and English rule into Dutch, and Dutch 
rule once more into English, until, when the good Dutch 
Domine Beruhardus Arnzius had been called to rest from 
bis labors in the Hudson valley of Baca in 1691, the con- 
gregations saw themselves constrained to plead their in- 
ahility to Support a minister, and tliey too were reduced 
to postil readings in dilapidated churches. 

Such was the gloomy close of the first half Century 
of Lutheranism in America. 

Düring the second and third half centuries of her his- 
tory, the American Lutheran Church was prepondera- 
tingly a mission church in foreign parts. Missionaries 
from Sweden, missionaries by way of Holland, mission- 
tiries from Halle, missionaries from Hanover, mission- 
arios from Helmstedt, missionary aid from the English 
propagation society — worked together in building up a 
Lutheran Zion on the Western continent. And with Avhat 
measure of success? Within a few years after the mis- 
sionaries commissioned by the Swedish crown had settled 
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;it Cliristina and Wicaco, the congregations which had but 
lately appeared as in the fall of a dying year, experienced 
the luxuriant verdure of a belated spring. The old Dutch 
congregations, and the Lutherans in the German Palatine 
Settlements, in the Hudson valley, developed into a chain 
of churches extending from the Mohawk to the Raritan, 
and in 1734 and 1735 organized the first American Lu- 
theran synod in their midst. In Pennsylvania and Mary- 
land not hundreds but thousands of German Lutherans 
were gathered into congregations by the venerable and 
pions Muehlenberg and his co-laborers , who in 1748 
formed what is now the oldest Lutheran synod in America. 
In Georgia the Salzburg emigrants, under the fostering 
care of German and English Christians, planted a fragrant 
garden of God in the wilderness. In the Carolinas and in 
Virginia churches were added to churches, pine churches, 
and hickory churches, and brick churches, and churches 
of stone and mortar, large churches and small churches, 
city churches and country churches. And if from Scho- 
harie in the north to Charleston in the south there had 
been two ministers for every faithf ul pastor, and five faith- 
f ul pastors for every rambling vagabond who called himself 
a minister and worked by the piece to make a living, there 
might have been scores and in many parts even hundreds 
for every one of them to whom they might have ministered. 

But alas ! what did American Lutheranism corne to 
in the course of that Century of golden opportuuities ? 
When the third half Century of our history drew to its 
close, the Swedish Lutheran church, once more aban- 
doned by the mother-church and mother-country beyond 
the deep, had drifted away from the Lutheran Standards 
and lay in Episcopalian moorings ; Dutch Lutheranism in 


New York had becorne a thing of the past ; two German 
Lutheran synods had struck the Lutheran colors from 
thqir masts and dragged their anchors in shallow waters, 
and as the waters grew still shallower, threw overboard 
nearly all the reinnants of their Lutheran heritage, which 
they considered cumbersome baliast only, while a worse 
than worthless cargo of baled second-hand rationalism, 
taken aboard from other crafts sailing with the same ill 
eastern winds, was kept in view to conceal the poverty of 
a degenerate church. 

Yea, the poverty. At the end of the first half Century 
of her history, the Lutheran church in the valleys of the 
Hudson and the Delaware had been poor indeed ; but one 
thing those Dutch and Swedish Lutherans of 1693 had 
not lost or given up : their Lutheran heritage of a pure 
Lutheran faith, their Lutheran confessions, Lutheran 
doetrine embodied in their Lutheran catechisrn, their ven- 
erable Lutheran postils of Lutheran sermons, treasures 
which in their sight as in intrinsic value outweighed all 
the silver and gold of the uni verse. But the so-called 
Lutherans of 1793 were poorer by far than the poor Dutch 
and Swedish Lutherans of that earlier period. They had 
lost or thrown to the winds the purity of doetrine and 
lnost of what had been distinctively Lutheran. At the 
Hiuno time the Lutheran Church of America a hundred 
yoars ago was poor in indigenous literature, and what 
tliero was, was un-Lutheran at the core ; there was not 
u Lutheran sohool of the prophets in the land from Dan 
to Boersheba ; there was not one really consistent Lu- 
tlieran preacher on this side of the Atlantic. 

But a change for the better has come. And where 
Was the turniug point? Was it the wildfire of revivalism 
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which rose beyond the Cumberland mountains and swept 
through tlie churches on its coastward course in the first 
decade of the Century? No, for the burnt districts were 
in after years the most barren territory for Lutheran hus- 
bandmen. Or was it the foundation of the General Synod 
toward the end of the second decade of the present Cent- 
ury ? No again ; for the founders of that Lutheran General 
Synod, which was neither general nor Lutheran, did at 
the time of its foundation refuse to recognize the Augs- 
burg Confessio n in their Constitution, and one of their 
leading men declared, that “he would suffer both his 
hands to be burnt off, before he would subscribe the 
Formula of Concord.” Or was it the founding of the 
seminary at Gettysburgh in the third decade of the Cent- 
ury? No once more ; for the first Professor and for forty 
years the leading spirit of that school of theology was also 
the chief perpetrator of that Definite Platform, which even 
the men of the reinotest left wing in the General Synod 
of to-day would not venture to offer as the confessional 
basis of the American Lutheran Church. — No, the change 
for the better came still later. 

In the vestibule and at the threshold of the last half 
Century of American Lutheranism we find a number of 
Lutheran congregations, not in the Hudson valley, not 
on the banks of the Delaware, but in the valley of the 
Mississippi, congregations, themembers, theteachers and 
hearers, of which had been cradled beneath German skies, 
had been reared amid the ravages of rankest rationalism, 
had found the light of truth in the dark places, and had 
been led to this Western land by one whom the Almight.y 
hurled away for his hidden sins after He had used him for 
His wise purposes. These congregations, together with 
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nt licrs, in 1847 formed the “German Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and other States.” When the 
draft of the Constitution under which they organized this 
synod was published, friends and enemies alike in Europe 
and America looked wise and shook their heads and prophe- 
sied that a synod which would put into practice the prin- 
eiples laid down in that Constitution would run a brief and 
rapid course to utter ruin, or struggle on amid the disap- 
pointments of an insignificant existence. And to-day, that 
synod is by far the greatest Lutheran synod not only in 
America, buton the face of the earth, a synod, which has 
not only exerted a powerful influence throughout this our 
Coluinbian continent, but whose influence is distinctly feit 
ln Europe and in far-off Australia. 

Should you ask me, what were the principles laid 
down and practiced by the signers of that synodical Con- 
stitution of 1847, I should answer: they were principally 
htm. The first was this, that doctrine is of first and fun- 
damental importance in the church, that purity and unity 
of doctrine is of all things paramount in ecclesiastical 
liffairs, that in the distinctive doctrines of the Lutheran 
church lies the fully sutficient and the only justification 
of her separate existence. Prompted by this principle, 
the synod of Missouri has from its very beginning and to 
t he present day maintained in theory and practice that 
Lutheran pulpits must be occupied by Lutheran preachers 
only, that Lutheran altars must be accessible to Lutheran 
oominunicants only, and that ecclesiastical Union without 
doetrinal unity is incompatible with the true spirit of 
Luthcranism and involves a denial of the very right of 
existence, claimed by the Lutheran church. True to this 
principle, the fathers of the Missouri Synod and their 
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sons have fellowshipped and to-day fellowship with such : 
other ecclesiastical bodies, and with such other bodies 
only, as in theory and practice stood and stand upon the 
sarne doctrinal basis with themselves, although they were 
and are for this reason stigmatized as Ishmaelites, whose . 
hand were against every man’s hand, and every man’s 1 
hand against them, knowing that for the same reäson the 
Christians of old were known as the sect which was spoken 
against everywhere. To the maintenance of this principle 
it is due, that in the sermons from the pulpits and in the 
religious publications from the presses of this synod and 
of the sister synods with which she holds communion, 
inore stress is laid upon Christian doctrine than in any 
body of Christians on earth, and in no other church so 
much is done toward bringing up the children of the house- 
hold in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 

The secoud leading principle which actuated the 
fathers of the Missouri Synod and actuates their faithful 
sons is this, that the duty and the privilege of maintain- 
ing, preserviug, and propagating the pure doctrine of the 
church of Christ and, in fact, all the rights and duties of 
the church, are primarily vested not in the ministry, not in 
synods and consistories, not in associations and societies 
within the church, not in the state or state functionaries, 
but in the Christian congregations and their individual 
members. In accordanee with this principle the so-called Ä 
laymen in the congregations of the Missouri Synod have I 
never beeu looked upon and treated as orphans or infants, fl 
to be fathered and fostered by a superior ministry, but m 
as men in Christ and members of the household of God,* 
able and in duty bound to judge of spiritual things. Carry-* 
ing out this principle, these congregations have at all times* 
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founded and liberally supported not only parochial schools, 
Init also higher institutions of learning for the education of 
ii li niste rs in their churches and teachers in their schools ; 
ul the meetings of their delegates doctrinal discussions 
liave always formed a prominent feature of the synodical 
transactions, to which the best part of the time of sessions 
was and is devoted, while, on the other hand, the synod 
lins never been invested with the title or the powers of 
n judicatory, bat is and must remain an advisory body 
only, each congregation being the supreme tribunal in its 
uvvn nffairs. 

Such have- been,” such are the leading principles of 
the synod of Missouri, Ohio, and other States with regard 
to oeelcsiastical life, such is the spirit of the sister synods 
with which she is associated, and such have been the bless- 
lugs with which these synods have been prospered from 
oll high. In 1693 there were in America eongregations 
of Luthorans who held and cherished the pure doctrine of 
the Lutheran church, but there was no one in the land to 
preacli it. In 1793 there existed in America numerous con- 
gregntions, Lutheran by name, with numerous ministers ; 
Imt whut those ministers preached and those eongregations 
heard was the pure doctrine of the Lutheran church no 
11101 * 0 . In 1893, thanks beto God in the highest, there 
In hl this our country a true and genuine Lutheran church 
niimboring far upward of half a million of souls, a Lu- 
tliemii church which holds and cherishes the Lutherau 
(lootrino, the doctrine of the church of the Reformation, 
lll all its purity and enjoys the faithful ministrations of 
far more than a thousand ministers who preach, and the 
dlllcient Services of many hui^dreds of men in her schools 
who teach, this doctrine, and, furthermore, a rieh and 
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growing literature of books and pamphlets and periodicals 
through which this selfsame doctrine is disseminated from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific, from the Canadas to the Gulf , 
and to far distant shores beyond the seas, this precious, 
pure and sincere and unadulterated scripture doctrine, 
which is, in this first year of the fifth Century after the | 
re-discovery of this Western world, the greatest of the 
manifold blessings this nation can exhibit to the nations 
of the globe. 


flöir Men lttifer £mtb unb cm^ öu 3 biefem ©runbe 
lieben mir unfere ©enteinbefdjulen. 

aSon ^Paftor £?. Sauer. 


3ti bem £ßrrit geliebte ©laubewsgenoffen, SDKtbürger 
unb greunbe! 

Sintl;er unb ßolumbuO — unb jwar ßutljer »or 6oIum= 

1)110 - üutljer, ber Reformator ber alten Slirdje, unb ßolumbuS, 

ber (Sutbeder ber neuen 2Belt, ba§ fiitb bie beiben RJanner, burdj 
UH'ldjc ©ott ben Rollern eine neue $eit unausfpredjlidier ©eg= 
llllligm anbreclien liefe. SBoljl ift in biefem ^ubeljafer unferö 
Öoiitiueiitö, beffen geier burdj bie ©olumbifdje SBeltausfteHung 
lljreu Wlanjpunft erreicht Ijat, oor allen anbern ber Rame be§ 
Manne« in aller Rtunb, ber ben 2Beg ju biefer neuen 3Belt ent= 
bedtc. Unb mit Redljt Ijat man nadfj biefem SRaune unferm »ott 
©ott mit jatjllofen Segnungen iiberfdjiitteten SBelttljeil ben ljodj= 
poetifdjen Rameit beigelegt: ‘■‘■Columbia, the gern of theOcean,” 
(lolumbia, bie ißerle be§ SBeltmeers. Slber wa§ märe biefes 
flrofee, Ijerrticfie Sanb oljne bas SBerf Suttjers, oljne bie (Segnungen 
brr Reformation? 2Ba§ wäre biefe neue Söelt audj nadj 6oIum= 
bllO 1 (Sittbcdung, wenn nidfjt audj iljr, mie ber ganzen SBelt, bie 
burdj taufcnbjäEjrige SBolfen uon ^rrtfmmern oerbtmfelte Sonne 
b« Ußaljrljeit bes etoigen ©oangeliums burdj Sutljers Refonna= 
ttbll mleber aufgegangen wäre, wenn in ber golbeneit Urone feiner 
ifblfdien Segnungen ber burdj Sutljers Reformation wieber= 
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gewonnene Sutoel ber greißeit, ber ©laubenä= unb ©ewiffens» 
freiEjeit fehlte? ©ies Saab wäre eine gwar fcßöit glängenbe, abe« 
leere Rlufcßet oßne waßrett, bleibenbeit SBertß, roeit bte derlei 
ißr feßlt. 3a, Ejätte ©ott uidtjt nacß Kolumbus, bem Kntbeder,! 
SutEjer, ben Reformator, erwedt, ber and; ben Königen unb atlen| 
Dbrigfeiten, Sürgertueiftern unb Ratßsßerren, Settern unb ©tu=?| 
btreitbeit, iganbelsleuteu unb Iganbwerfern ißres ©tanbes Rechte 
unb ipflicßten mieber funb tE)at, bann märe bie gange wunberbare 
Kntwideluug auf bem ©ebiete ber aßiffenfdjaft unb Jtunft unb. 
3»bitftrie unb Krfinbuttg, als ©emeingut ber SßöEJer, nkßt bie 
geworben, bie fie geworben ift, unb wie fie bort braunen am ©ee 
in jenem großartigen Rtefenwer! inenfcßlicßen ©cßaffens wie ein 
ßauberbilb in einem SBunbergarten oor ben erftaunten 33tiden 
ooit Rtitlionen Sefitcßertt aus alten Sölfern ber Krbe ficß bartßut. 
3a, oßne bie Reformation wäre unfer Sotf, bas Sol! ber Ser= 
einigten Staaten, in feiner gegenwärtigen Serfaffitng gar nicßt 
in’S S)afeüt getreten. Unfer americanifdjes Soll, bas 
freiefte Sol! ber Krbe, »erbanft feine $reißeit gum 
befteit ©ßeil ber Reformation. 

Oarum nocß einmal: ©rößer als Kolumbus, ber Kntbeder 
ber neuen 2Selt, war Sutßer, ber non ©ott gefanbte £elb, ber ben 
Sölfern unb aud; biefer neuen 2Belt bie waßre gteißeit bracßte, 
bie fjrei^eit in Kßrifto, bem Krlofer; ber in ber Offenbarung 
geweiffagte Kugel, ber, mitten burcß ben Fimmel ßiegenb, ein 
ewig Koangelium ßatte, gu oerfüribigen allen tgeiben unb @e= 
fdjlecßtern unb ©pracßen unb Sölfern. 

®aß bie tgauptleßre ber ßeitigen ©cßrift, bie Seßre oon ber ; 
Rechtfertigung eines armen ©ünbetS allein aus ©naben burcßi 
ben ©tauben an 3@fum, audj bie ^auptteßre nuferer eoangelifd;4| 
lutßerifdjen ftirdje ift, biejenige Seßre, mit welcßer fie fteßt unbji 
fällt, unb baß um biefes panier fidß fdjaarenb unb bas KoangeJi 
Uum oon ber freien ©nabe ©ottes in Kßrifto 3Kfu oertitubigenig 
bie eoangelifcßdutßerifcßeÄircße gerabe wäßrenb bes leßten ßalbe 
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3nf)rl)uitberts Ijerrfid) entporgeblübt ift, bieä ift eine Sßafyrfjeit, 
Me mir tjeute fdjott mit frohem 3Jlunbe 311 m greife ©otteS be= 
feinten burfteit. 

SWic aber bie Sehre non ber ^Rechtfertigung bas föftticbfte 
Älelnob unter allen Sehren nuferer Slirc^e ift, fo haben mir im 
Welten nuferer Äirdie foitberlidb ein £leütob, bas mir cor an= 
bt'l'll l)oc[)fct;ä^en, auf beffett pflege mir cor anbern unfere fträfte 
luenben, ju beffen Grljaltung mir bereit fiitb, bie größten Opfer 
All bringen; ititb biefes non uns mit fonberlictjer Siebe gehegte 
lllib gepflegte Äleinob ift unf er e ©enteiitbef djule. $ 0 / mie 
elnft feile ^Römerin einer oorttebmen greunbtn, bie ihrer SUeU 
noblen uou ©alb unb fßerlett ftd) rühmte, ihre beibeit Äiitber t)or= 
führte unb auf fie raeifeub ausrief: Siebe ba, meine SUeittobieit! 
fit unb mit itodj größerem SRedjte fönnen mir unfer SSolf mit 
ftveube unb fDanf gegen ©ott, ber fie uns gegeben unb bisher 
lll blefeut freien Saitbe erbalten bat, auf unfere Schulen als un= 
fere Atlcinobien, unfere greube, unfere Jerone, unfern löftlicbften 
®i'bal) auf (Srben binmeifen. Sßäbrenb alle anbern proteftantifc^en 
{Wi'llK'lnfcbnftcn biefes Saubes faft ausnabmslos bie früher in 
bli'fejll Sanbc befteljenben cbriftltdjen Sdptlen eingeben lieben unb 
l|)re Kliiber beit Staatsfdfulen übergaben, bat unfere bentfebe 
eüangellfd;=lutberifcbe Äirdfe cott 3lnfang an, obmoljl fie 31 t beit 
rtrmfteit biefes Saubes gehörte, bie ©rünbttng, ?ßflege unb @r= 
bitltmig djriftlicber ©emeirtbefcbulen als eine ihrer Hauptaufgaben 
In blefeut neuen SSaterlanbe betrachtet, baber fdfon bei ©rüubuitg 
llltferer Spnobalgemeiitfdfaft cor etroa fünfzig fahren als ein 
HauptjmecE gemeiitfamen Itbeüens in ber ©onftitution berfelbeit 
„bie ißerforguitg ber Äinber mit cbriftlicbent Scbul = 
Unterricht" bezeichnet mürbe. 

Unb fielje! iitbent mir biefen Hauptjroecf ftets im 3luge be= 
hielten, ift unter ber treuen pflege unferer ©emeinben bie Iutbe= 
llfebe Schule unb burd) unb mit ber Schute bie lutberifebe Birdie 
||fo gemaebfen, bab nadf bent lebten ©enfus in ben Schulen con 
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etwa 2000 ©emeittben 150,000 $inber unterrichtet würben. 
®iefe nufere ©emeiubefdhulen mit ihrer grofsen Äinberfcfmar bit= i 
ben ba|er ein dharalteriftifdjes SOterfmal namentlich ber beutfchen 1 
lutherifdfen Äirche biefes Saitbes, welches bie Aufmerffamleit un= , 
ferer Mitbürger erregt, fo baff immer unb immer roieber bie 
grage an uns gerietet wirb: äBarunt erhaltet ihr Sutherauer 
beim befottbere (Schulen, warum lafjt ihr nicht wie anbere Eirchem 
gemeinfchafteu eure Äittber tljeilnehmen an bem uortrefflichen 
Unterridht unferer ©taatsfchulen? 

©a wir nun iit ber £ljat burdh bie ©rhaltung non befonberen 
ürdjlidjett ©chulen uoit faft allen anbern proteftantifdhen ©enteim 
fdfaften uns uuterfcheiben, fo ift es gewifs nur recht unb wirb 
man es gewifs non ©eiten berer, bie uns unb unfer SBerf lennen 
lernen mödjtcn, nicht ungern hören, wenn wir bei biefer feier= 
lidjen ©elegenheit Antwort geben auf biefe grage. 

SBohlau, warum bringen wir Sutherauer fo grofje 
Opfer jur Erhaltung unferer eigenen ©chuleit? 33er= 
folgen wir Suttjerauer habet irbifche ©ouberintereffen, ohne auf 
unferS ißolles SBoljl 9tücfficl)t ju nehmen? SBolIeit wir barnit 
gar in Oppofitiott treten 511 ben freien ©dmlen unfers Sajtbes 
unb burch ©rjiehuttg unferer £inber in befoitberen ©chulen bie= 
felben ooit bem übrigen ©h e ^ unfers Zolles abfonbern, fo baff 
wir beutfchen Sutherauer mit unferm £ird)en= unb ©chulroefen 
gewiffermafseti einen ©taat im ©taate ju bilben beabfichtigen? 

Nichts uon alle bem! Nichts liegt uns ferner als alle foldhe 
feinbfelige, bie SBohlfaljrt unfers SSolfes gefäfirbertbe ©ebanlen 
unb kleine. 

Unfer iQauptabfehen bei ber pflege unferer ©«hule ift 
bie ßrfjaltimg unb Ausbreitung unferer euangelifchUutherifdjen 
Kirche. Unb welcher Sljrift, ber fich über bie Ausbreitung bes j 
Reiches ©hrifti, wo immer es auch fei, freut, wirb §u foldhentj 
33ornehmen fdheel feljen? 3ft bas SBachsthum ber auf baäl 
SBort gegrünbeten lutherifdhen Äirdhe nidht gttgleidö bas SBadjsJ 
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tljum ber ganzen Kirche 3 @fu (Sfjrifti? SBelcher Gfjrift fanit es 
uns baher uerargett, roenn mir basjenige SDlittel anroenben, roeU 
cl;e§ mir für eines ber roirffamften galten, unfere Kirdje auf bem 
©runbe bes SBortes ©ottes erbauen, 311 befeftigen unb aus= 
jubreiten, nämlich bie ©rünbttng unb ©rfjaltung unferer @e= 
mcinbefdjulen? wenn mir unfere Kiitber, bie uns fo lieb ftnb 
mic unfer eigen Sehen, burdf) täglichen Unterridjt'in ©ottes Sßort 
bei ber non uns erfannten reinen feligmacfjenben Sehre beS 2Bor= 
tos ©ottes unb fo mit uns bei nuferer lut£)erifcf)en Kirche ju er= 
halten fudjen? 

tgat bod) ber £>@rr fdjou im 2llten Seftamente bem 93oIfe 
©ottes ben 33efeJ)l gegeben: „2öeifet meine Kinber, bas SBerf 
meiner iQäitbe, 511 mir." ©rgeljt bocJ) im 9taien Sleftamente fon= 
berlicl) au alle djriftlidje ßltern ©ottes 93efef)l: „giefjet eure Ein-' 
ber auf in ber 3 Ul $t unb Vermahnung jum £>©rrn." 3 a, ber 
ganzen Kirche bes neuen ICeftaments gilt ©£>rifti 2Jtahnmort: 
„Weibe meine Sämmer!" Vemeifen mir uns baljer nidjt baburd) 
nur gel)orfam biefem Wort unb 33efel)l ©ottes, baff mir in unfern 
©emeiubefdjuleu unfere Kinber als Stimmer 3@fu Steift* auf bie 
Weibe bes Sportes ©ottes führen unb fo burd; täglidjeti Unter; 
rieht in ©ottes Wort als Kinber ©ottes ju ifjm, ihrem rediten 
Muter in (ilfrifto 3 @fu, tjinmeifeu, alfo oor allem jtt tQitnntels= 
bürgern ju ergießen fliehen? 

Hub int engen gufammcnhattg mit biefem ^auptjmed, unb 
Im UDIeufte besfelbeit fte£)t noch ein anberer. Wir fudjen neben 
llllferer Sanbesfpradje burdj unfere ©emeinbefcfnilen unfern Kin= 
Iwrit allerbiugs and; bie beut fdje ©pradie ju erhalten. 3 ft bas 
»lebt fdjott an fiel; ein trefflicher 3roeä? ©tef)t bie beutfdje Sprache 
ltld)t jugeftanbeuerma§en auf faft allen ©ebieten menfdjlichen 
Wlffenfl, auf beiten ber Siteratur, ber Wiffenfdjaft unb Kunft, 
unter allen lebenben ©prachen an ber ©pifse? 3 ft nicht bie 
beutfelje Sprache bie ©prad)e Suthers, bes großen Propheten ber 
lebten Soft, in beffett unsterblichen Sleformationsfdhriften unb 
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infonberßeit unoergleicßticßer SSibelüberfeßung, bie aipoftel unb 
ipropßeten, bie fießret bet gangen ßßriftenßeit, gleicßfam aus 
ißren ©räbertt erftanben imb oon iDeutfcßlanb roieber atisgiitgen, 
bas ßmaitgelium p prebigen aßen 33ölfern? 2Ber miß es uns 
oerargen, mettu mit biefe ßerrlidje ©pracße, bie ©pracße Sutßers, 
bie ©pradje unferer Sätet, neben bet ©pracße unfers Solfes 
burdj unfere ©djule and) auf nufere Äiitber fortguptflangen fließen? 
3tber roetiti aueß bie beutfeße ©pradje in unferer lutßerifcßen H'ircße 
in biefetu Sattbe je itntergeßen foflte, fo mürben mir bennoeß 
nufere ©eitteinbefdjulett pflegen imb erßalten, fo maßt uys ©ott 
ßelfe, unb poar um bes Sanbes mißen, in bem mir moßneit, unb 
bas mir lieben. Qa 

Sßir lieben unfer ßaitb unb autß nub biefem ©runbe lieben 
mit ‘uttfere ©emeinbcfißulen. 

I. ' 

SBir fitib ©ßriften, bie bei aß ißrem ©ßun fieß non ©ottes 
2Bort regieren laffeit. ©alt nun feßon bem gefangenen Qfrae£ 
in einem freinben Sanbe, baßin es roiber feinen SiSißen gefüßrt 
mürbe, bas Söort bes £>@trn: „©ließet ber Stabt SSeftes, baßin 
icß eueß gefiißret ßabe", roie, foßten beim mir, bereu Säter frei= 
roißig ßierßergegogett, um ßier für ftd; unb bie $ßrigen eine neue 
^eitnatß pi finbeit, unb bie mir mit unfern SSätern ßier in einem 
freien Sanbe als freie Bürger moßnen unb aße ©egnungen bes= 
felbeit genießen, oiel meßr unb oiel größere, als unfere 33äter 
aßnten, je folcß fcßitiiben Unbanfs uns fdjulbig ntaeßen unb bei 
aß uttferm Sorßaben bas 2Boßl unfers Solfes niefjt im 2luge 
ßaben? 

iRein, ®ant gegen ©ott, ber uns in biefes gute Sanb gefüßrt; 
unb basfelbe uns pt unferer irbifdjen Igeimftätte gefdjenft Etat," 
unb Siebe pi tmferm Solle, bem mir als Siirget augeßören,j 
beffen SBoßl unfer 2Boßl, beffen 9Beße unfer Sßeße ift, beroog 
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ttufere Später unb bewegt uns, ihrem Seifpiel nach, unferm SBoIfe 
,gir Seförberung feiner 2Boi)Ifafjrt bas Sefte baräubrittgen, bas 
mir haben, unfere ßtrtber, inbent mir fie in unfern Sdjulen 
ul« ^immelsbürger, als Jtiitber ©ottes, als © £) r i ft e n unb 
biimit äitgleicfj als gute Sürger biefes Laubes ergiefjeit. 
®enu ein wahrer ßtirift ift in ber and) ber befte Bürger. 

Ober fagt, roorauf beruht bas ©liicf unb bie SBoljifafjrt 
eines Golfes? Stuf ber grudjtbarleit feines Laubes, auf betn 
Weicljttjum feiner Willen, auf ber 2lusbel)nung feines Rubels, 
auf ber Slütlfe ooit Sunft unb SBiffenfchaft, auf ber £>of)en Stufe 
ber ©ultur, bie es unter beit Söllern einnimmt? Sitein! fonbern 
einzig unb allein auf ber Siedjtfcfjaffeuljeit feiner Sürger. Unb 
ums allein bringt einem Solle Scrberben unb Untergang? 2Mein 
bie Sittenlofigleit feiner Bürger. Sie ©efdjidjte aller Söller 
beftiitigt bie äBafjrheit bes äßortes ©ottes: „©eredftigfeit 
erhöhet ein Soll, aber bie Sünbe ift ber Leute Ser = 
herben." 

.Wohlan, woburdj werben betit Staate wahrhaft gute Sürger 
Im liörljften Sinne bes Wortes Ijcrangebilbet unb roirb alfo bie 
Wohl fahrt unfers Laubes am roirffamften beförbert? Wir Sutlje= 
Muer glauben unb bejengeu es: ©ins ber roirlfamften unb fegens= 
Wliljfleu Wittel gar Erhaltung unb görbernng ber Wohlfahrt 
llllfet'« Solle« finb dfr ift liehe Spulen. 

SWobl erlennen mir and; bie Staatsfdjulen als ein Sebürfniff 
für nufer Soll an. Würben bocfi, um nur eins 311 ermähnen, 
bei ber Vlrmutf) unb Unmiffenfjeit fo oieler Eingewanberter unb 
llli'bt meuiger Einl)eimifd)er gewif? bereu SUriber oljne jeglidjen 
Vlnterrlcljt aufmadffen unb es mürbe namentlich in ben gröfjerit 
iSlflbtou unfers Saubes ein rohes, juchtlofes. lafterljaftes, bie 
MHol)l fal^rt unfers Laubes bebroljenbes, gefährliches Element 
empovmuchcrn, wenn nicht ber Staat burd; Erridjtung oonSchu= 
len für ben Unterricht aller, auch ber ärmftcn Äinber forgte, 
Witt ftrcuben tragen baljer aud; mir Lutheraner burdj unfere 
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Abgaben jur @rE)aItung ber öffentlichen (Spulen unfers Sanbes 
bei uttb roüitfchen, bafj niemals auch nur ein ßent ju einem 
anbern ßroed als 31er (Erhaltung ber ©taatsfdjulen nerroenbet 
roerbe, ja mir Sutfjeraner ergeben roie ein Sttann (aut ?ßroteft 
bagegen, bafs jemals in irgenb einer SBeife burdj biefe bem ©taate 
geprenben Selber bie ©deuten irgenb einer Äirdhengemeinfdhaft 
unterftüfct werben, unb jroar besfjalb, weil baburch eine ber 
(gauptbebingungen für bie SBoljlfapt unfers Sanbes aufgehoben 
mürbe, nämlich bie Trennung non ©taat unb ßirdje. 

Slber fo geraif es ift, baff unfere ©taatsfdjulen um biefer 
unb anbcrer Sri'tttbe mitten nicht ohne 33ortl)eil für unfer Sanb 
ftnb, fo fiitb mir Sutheraner bemtodj feft überzeugt, bafj fie allein 
nur mangelhaft Seroähr leiften für -bie SBofjlfahrt unfers Zolles, 
ja, bafj fie nielmehr ben fteitu grofjer Sefahren in fid) bergen. 
93effere, geroiffere $8ttrgfcf)aft für bie @rf>altung ber SBoljIfahrt 
unb ber Freiheit unfers SSolfes and) auf bie fommenben Se= 
fcEjtedhter bietet nach nuferer feften auf SotteS SBort unb bie Se= 
fchicfjte' aller djriftlidjeu 33ö(fer gegrünbeten Ueberjeugung bie 
djriftlidhe Seuteinbefdjule. 

Unb roarutn? SBeil fie bas roirffamfte Mittel bar = 
bietet jur ©rsieljung guter, im hödjften ©inne guter 
Bürger, bie inf onberljeit gefdjicft unb roillig finb 
jur Seroahntttg unb SSertljeibigung bes föftlichften 
^leinobs unter allen ©dhä^en biefes Sanbes, ber 
bürgerlichen unb religiöfen Freiheit. 


II. 

3eber roahre greunb unfers 23aterfanbes erfennt es — roer 
offene Singen hat, ju feljett, fieEjt es ja — bafj trojj aller irbifdjett 
Segnungen, bie Sott gerabe über unfer Sanb ausgefd)üttet hat, 
unfer Soll grofjen Sefahren entgegengeht. 3a, roährenb bie 
©onne irbifdjen Slüdes unb SBoljlftanbes noch h oc h oben am 
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Fimmel unfers Rolfes ftefjt, tljürmen fic^ ringsum fcfjon buttfle, 
unbeiloerfünbeitbe SBolfen äahlfofer Stäben unb grofeit Rer= 
berbens. £ro|3 bes ititerinefjlicfjen Reichtums unfers Rolfes, 
reelle Unjufriebenfjeit auf allen ©ebieten bes öffentlichen unb 
bürgerlichen Sehens, unter allen «Schichten bes Rolfes, in allen 
Stäuben, meiner bittere Hattipf jinifchen Slrbeit unb Kapital! 
iDabei welche Rtifjachtung ber befteljenben ©efelje, ber ^geiligfeit 
ber @(je unb bes ©Iternftanbes, metä)e gubfjtlofigfeit unb Sittern 
lofigfeit eines grofen 2:i)cites ber ^ugenb ! Unerfättlidje ^ab= 
fucht unb unerfättlidje Rergttügungsfud)t, finb baS nicht bie beiben 
breiten, trüben Ströme, bie uitfer Rolf unaufhaltfam, fo fdjeint 
es, seitlichem unb einigem Rerberben entgegenfithreit? 

2Bo ift nun bas Rtittel ju finben, bas bem Rerberben, bem 
brohenben Untergang mehrt? Sinb es etroa ©efefce? Rimnter= 
mel;r ! Ruf Refelfl Inifer Claris bes ©rofjeti mürben allerbings 
bie heibnifchen Sadjfen einft in ben gliif getrieben unb getauft, 
aber Gffriften mürben fie baburdfj nidjt, fonbern fie blieben roilbe 
Reiben. So merbett and; heute nie unb nimmer Staatsgefe|e, 
roie niele meinen, roie 5. 33. ©onntagSgefe|e, ißrotjibitionsgefele, 
itnfer Rolf ju einem chriftlichen machen. 

Rber auch bie Staatsfchulen bieten nicht, mie niete meinen, 
bas Heilmittel für bie Schaben unfers Zolles bar. gtnar es 
ift roahr, bas 28ort, roelches Suther, ber grofje Reformator, beit 
chriftlichen SSölfern ber alten SBelt jurief: „Soll ber © h r i ft e n = 
heit geholfen roerbeit, fo muff man bei ber Sitgenb 
a n h e b e 11 ! " gilt auch für uufer Rolf. 2lber ift biefe Hilfe für 
unfer Rolf non unfern Staatsfchuten gn erroarten? Höret baS 
faft einftimmige Urtheil hernorragenber Staatsmänner unb für 
bas SJBotil unfers Rolfes beforgter Schulmänner! Söie lautet 
es? Rei aller Rortrefftichfeit unferer öffentlichen Schulen fehlt 
ihnen ein StücE, um bie heranroadhfenbe Sitgenb 51t guten unb 
gliicflidjen Rürgern herangubilben: „®ie religiöfe ©rgiehutig 
ber üiitber." 3«/ ein fo nortrefflicher Unterricht fonft auch in 
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bett Staatsfdfulen ertljeilt werben mag, fo baft fie in tiefer Be= 
gte^ung beit ©deuten aitberer Bölfer gleid>, wenn nicht ooratu 
fteheit, fo üertttögett fte bodj ttidd bem eigentlidjeit Berberben, 
woran jebes Bolf ju ©runbe gehen muff, ber Süitbe, gu wehren 
uitb bie heranwadjfeitbe fugend gu wahrhaft guten, im »oHfteit 
Sinne guten, nämlicE) frommen, gottesfürcf)tigen Bürgern ju er= 
jieijeit. ®as oerittag allein — barüber ift unter (S^riften 
nur eine Stimme — bie Bibel, ba's SBort ©ottes. Mein 
bas Söort faitn bie ©üttbe, als bie alleinige äBurjel alles Ber= 
berbens, aufbedeu, allein bas SBort lanit ooit tiefem allergrößten 
Berberben, ber Stinte, heilen. Mein bas SÜBort roeift über tiefe 
©rbe hinaus auf ein ©lud, bas fonft in ber ganzen 2Belt nicßt ju 
ftttbeit ift, es nerfiinbigt nämlicE» beit ^rieben, ber höher ift beim 
alle Bernunft, ben aller Unterricht in aller 2 Bei§heit biefer 2 Belt 
nicht bringen lattn, ben grieben, ber allein bie Seere be§ nach 
©lud fid) fefntenbctt BJeufchenherjeitS ausfüllen unb basfelbe 
wahrhaft befriebigeu faitn: ben ^rieben mit ©ott, bie ©ewifß 
heit ber ©ilgutig aller ©üttbe unb Sd;ulb, ber Berföhmtng mit 
©ott, ber ^iubfchaft ©ottes unb eines ewigen (Srbes im Fimmel, 
©iefcn ^rieben nerftiitbigt bas SBort nidjt nur, fonbern es gibt 
unb fdjenft uitb fettft iit’s tger3 hinein oll tiefe ©lüdfeligfeit. 
„®eitn bas ©oattgeliunt ift eine straft ©ottes, felig 511 machen 
alle, bie baran glauben." 5 )a§ SBort gibt entlieh nicht nur 2ln= 
weifung jur Rührung eines tugenbhaften Sebeits, fonbern gibt 
auch bie Äraft 31t einem foldjen Sebeit. ©>aS 3 ßort ift es baher 
allein, bäs bie hinter wahrhaft erziehen mtb bilbeit, nämlich bie 
non Batur fünbßaftett ^erjen neränbent unb aus felbftfiiditigen, 
eigeititütjigen in ©ott uitb ihre -Diitmeiifchen liebenbe ummanteln 
uttb fo ju glüdlichen unb auf bas ©lüd unb bie SBohlfahrt ihres 
Bolf'es bebadjten Bürgern ergießen faitn. 

©as glauben nicht nur wir Sutljeraner, fonbern mit uns 
alle wahren ©haften. Me, thun baljer wir Sutljcraner nicht 
reeßt unb ift es nicht in ber ©h a * wahre Baterlaitbsliebe, wenn 
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wir, bei aller SBerthfohähmtg unferer ©taatsfdjulen, Suthers, bes 
großen Reformators, bes (Schöpfers ber djrifttidjen Bolfsfchule, 
Rat l) be folgen; „Sßo ©ottes SBort nicht regiert, ba rat£)e 
ich fürwahr, baff nie nt a it b fein £inb tjiutijue"? SBenn 
wir alfo für nufere Kinber djriftlictje ©d)ulett errichten unb er= 
Raiten, in welchen nufere JUuber nicht nur täglich in ©ottes 
SBort unterrichtet werben, foitbern bas Sßort ©ottes audj bie 
©runblage alles anbettt Unterrichts bilbet? gnbem mir bies 
thun unb fo unfere $iitber in unfern Schulen täglich unter bie 
Hut unb pflege gEfu Ehrifti, ihres guten Wirten, ftetteit, erjieljen 
toir unferm Baterlanbe ein ©efd)ted;t oon Rtännern unb grauen, 
bie als Eheleute, Räter unb SRütter, Arbeiter, ©efchäftsleute, 
turj als Bürger, welches ©taubes unb Berufes fie aud; feien, 
©ott fiirdjteu unb iljre Rtitmenfchen lieben unb fo fid) als gute 
Bürger im uollften ©iutte bes SBorteS erweifen. 

D, bafi alle ©Triften uttfers Sanbes biefen Rath Sutffers be= 
herjigeu unb djriftlidje ©djulen einrichten möchten, in betreu ©ot= 
tes SBort regiert! Xrrtt booh für Errichtung chriftlidjer ©deuten 
auch ein großer Staatsmann nnferef 3 eit, ber »orige Btiiiifter- 
präftbent »ott ©ttglaitb, ©alisburp, ein, ber »or ^urjetn in 
einer öffentlichen Rebe bie aud) für nufer Bol! beherjigeuswerthen 
SBorte fprad;: „gd; möchte aUetr djriftlichen Eottfeffionen, welche 
in unferm Sattbe »orhanbett finb, bie »oUfommenfte greitjeit etn= 
geräumt fetjen, fo bah fie beit unmünbigen ©l) e Ü ihrer beerbe 
uugehinbert alles basfettige lehren fönnen, was fie felbft »ott 
ihrem befonberenSlaubensftanbpunfte aus als bie t)öd)fteu 3 Bahr= 
beiten bes ©hriftenthums erachten. Sßir haben in bett jüngften 
Sagen »tel, »ielletcht juoiel »ott Berbredfen, ©ünben unb Etenb 
gehört, »ott ©ingen, bie auch nur 311 erwähnen bie ©<ham oer= 
bietet. SB ir haben »on einer fittlidjen gäulnifj reben hören, 
wooon wir uns faum hatten träumen taffen. Unb es gibt fieute, 
welche thörichterweife ber ©efeggebung jumuthen, ein fidleres 
Heilmittel für biefe Hebel ju fdjaffeu. Es gibt nur ein ftdjeres 
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tßeitmittel: Sie ©rjiefiung ber Stinber im djriftlidjen 
©lau ben. Sarum empfehle idj Seiten, als bas tljeuerfte Be= 
fißthum freier Bürger allen ©rnftes baö diedjt ju oertljeibigen, 
baß unfern uttb aller nuferer ©efümungsgeuoffen Stinberu bie 
volle SBaljrljeit bes Gljriftentljumä, roie mir fte glauben, gelehrt 
raerbe, uub baß feiner Slfjcorie, roeldje bie ©taatseininifchung 
prebigt ober bie ©djule oerroeltlidjen roill, geftattet merbe, biefes 
flöchfte Borredjt, baö ©Ijrifteu befißeu fönneu, ju beeinträchtigen 
ober ju vereiteln." 

©in merfroürbiges 3 engttiß aber für uns Lutheraner unb 
unfere luttjerifchen ©d)ulen legt ein nicht unbebeutenber ST^eologe 
unfers Saubes, ‘fStofeffor Robert ©llis 'S E> o trr p f o n , i|kesbt)= 
terianerprebiger ju ipljilabelphia, mit fofgenben SBorten ab: 
„Saß biefe Lutheraner iljre Schule uidjt aufgeben, ift fo gut als 
geroiß. ©ie glauben uidjt, baß eine rein roeltlidje ©r^iehung 
genügt, ©ie glauben uidjt, baff bie geiftige Straft unb ©nergie 
ber Stinber roäljreub fedjs Sagen ber Sßodje auf roeltlidje Unter* 
ridjtsgegenftänbe geridjtet roerben füllen unb Ijöliere Sljemata 
rußig auf einen Sag oerlegt roerben fönnen, an roeldjem bas 
Äittb ber 3 litf)e pflegen follte, toie ber Arbeiter, ©ie glauben 
nicht, baß ein fefter uub reiner ©fjaracter gebilbet roerben fann, 
me mt fiel; ber ©Seift feeßs Sage lang nur mit irbifdjen, äußerlichen 
Singen befchäftigt unb nur au einem Sage mit Ijimmlifcßen. 
©ie glauben uidjt, baß bie Belehrung ber Stinber unb Siebe ju 
ihrem Jgeilanb bis 31t einer 3eit befonberer ülufregung oerfchobeit 
roerben follte, 100 ber ©taube in ben Stinberherjen plößlidj ent= 
fadjt roerben fann, auch °h ue oorhergegangeneit Unterricht, ©ie 
glauben au - djtiftlidje ©rjießuug unb barum an cßrifttidje ©djulen. 
Unb idj ftitnme mit ihnen überein." 

D baß alle ©Ijriften unfers Sanbes mit iljm unb uns 
ftimmten! 

9 Jteine grettnbe, blicEt man nicht fonft auf aßen ©ebieten 
bes menfcßlidjen Sehens unb ÜBirfens ju ben großen güßrern 
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ußb baßnbredßeuben SRätmern auf unb fudßt Statt) unb SBeIe£)= 
rung bei ißneti? SBo ift unter allen großen SRänuern ber Steugeit 
aber ein größerer ßu fittben als Sutßer, ber eigentHdje ©rünber 
ber dßriftlicßen 33otfsfd)ule? 33or fintier gab’ö nur Stlofterfcßulen 
unb ßößere wiffenfdjaftlidje ©cßuleit für ©injelne. ®ie cßrift= 
iicfje ißolfsfcßitle ift Sutßers, bes ‘■Reformators, SBerf. ©eine 
jünbeuben ©cßriften an beu Ibet beutfcßer Station unb an bie 
fRatßsßerren beutfcßer ©täbte ßaben fie in’s Sebeit gerufen; fie 
ift eine gritcßt ber ^Reformation, eine Siodjtcr ber Jlircße. Sas 
mar fie bis in biefeS Saßrßunbert ßineiit and) in biefeitt ßanbe. 
®as ift fie, ©ott Sob! itoc^ bei uns, bie mir auf bas 2Bort 
Sutßers, bes SRaitnes ©ottes, l; breit : „2Bo ©ottes ÜBort 
nicßt regiert, ba ratße icß fürmaßr niemanb, baß er 
fein. 3t in b ßintßue." Saßt uns ja tticE)t benjenigen 3tircßen 
unfers Sanbes äßnlicß werben, bie ißre ©emeinbefcßulen preis= 
gegeben ßaben! 

$ie großen SRiffionsgefeflfcßaften unfers 23oIfe§ fenben 
©paaren non SRiffionarcu aus ju ben ßeibnifdjen SSöltern ber 
©rbe. 9Rit ber ißerüiubigung bes ©oangeliums für bie @r= 
wadjfenen nerbinbeit fie fofort bie ©riinbung non cßriftlidjen 
©cßulen, in benen bie Stiuber ber Reiben tag ließ in ©ottes 
ÜBort unterridjtet werben. 3Bie? ben 3tinbern ber gremben bie= 
ten fie bas einige SRittel ju waßrer SBilbung, ju waßrer jeitlidjer 
unb ewiger ©lüdfeligfeit bar, unb ißren eigenen Stinbern ner= 
fagen fie es $u ißrent jeitlicßen unb ewigen ©djaben? 

D baß baßer bei uns aßen, benen bas waßre SBoßt bes 
Satibes am iger^en liegt, bie ©rfeuntniß lebenbig bleiben tnöcßte: 
©0 oortrefflicß bie ©taatsfcßulen fein mögen, fo wirb bas waßre 
ffioßl unferS 33otfes am wirtfamften bureß bie djriftlicße ©dßute 
beförbert! ®ann bleibt unfere cßriftlicße ©cßule, bie SDxßter ber 
Jtircße, nießt nur eine ©ruubmauer unb Pfeiler ber 
Jtirdje $©fu ©ßrifti, foubern aueß ber SBoßlfaßrt unb 
infonberßeit ber greißeü unfers SSolfes. 
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Sßir Slmericaner finb bas freiefte Sol! bcr @rbe. Seber 
Sttrger gpniefjt Ijicr nadj ber Gonftitution unfers Sanbes bie üoIX= 
fommenfte bürgerliche unb religiöfe greiljeit. 2lber wer wollte 
ftd)’S «erbebten, baff bem ftrablenbften ©tern in bem Sännet 
unfers Sanbes, ber SHetigionsfreiheit, jdjon ©efabr brof)t? gor= 
bern nicht auf ber einen ©eite niete, baf? unfer Sol! burdj ©taats= 
gefe|e, j. S. bitrcf) ijkobibitioitsgefebe, burd; ©onntagsgefebe, 
ju eineiwcbriftlidieu erlogen werbe? SBürbe aber bamit ber ©taat 
fid) nidjt auf bas ©ebiet ber Äirdje, ber Steligion, begeben; würbe 
mit folgen unb ähnlichen ©efepen nidjt ber 9ieligionS= unb ©e= 
wiffensfreitjeit ber Xobesftojj gegeben werben? Stuf ber anbern 
©eite aber erhebt jene fiuftere 3)iad)t, ans beten taufenbfätirigen 
Sanben ©ott cinft bitrch Sutfjer bie djriftlicheit Sölfer errettete 
unb jur gotbenen greitjeit führte, gerabe in uttferm Sanbe ihr 
£aupt tühn empor, jene Stacht, auf bereu Saunet mit blub 
ro ttjen Sudjftaben bas Söort „Qntoteranj" eiitgewebt ift. £ja, 
fdjon ftredt fie unoerfc^ämt ihre fjanb nad) ben ©Calden unfers 
<• Sanbes aus, um baburd) unfere Freiheit äu.oernidjten. 

SBoljtau, wiber alle biefe, bie Freiheit unfers Sanbes ge= 
fährbettben, feinblidjeit SJtädjte bnben wir Sutberaner in unfern 
©emeiubefdmlen ein ftarfeö, fefteS Sollwert. 9M;t bie 9ßeiS= 
heit uttferet Staatsmänner fiebert uns gegen biefe ©efabr — ber 
größte Staatsmann unfers Saljrbunberts würbe burd) jene fiuftere 
äJtadjt geftürgt. Slber auch unfere ©taatsfdjulen werben unfer 
Sol! nicht retten. SBoljl werben fie als bie mäcfjtigften Pfeiler 
gepriefen, auf betten bie greiljeit unfers Sanbes feft gegriinbet 
fei. Slber man täufdjt fid). 3n ber ©tunbe ber ©efabr werben 
fie ftdj als motfdje ©tü|en erweifen. ©ne reltgtonslofe ©dptle 
fann im beften gnße nur ein religionslofes, inbifferentes ©e= 
fchlecht ergeben, bas audj biefem f^einbe unferer greiljeit nicht 
©taub Ijalten wirb. 

3n unferer d;riftlicben ©chule bagegen mit ihrem bellen Sicht 
bes SBortes ©ottefc fyaben wir ein mächtiges Sollwer! jur Se= 
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Wahrung imb (Erhaltung bes löftlidhften Äleinobs unfers 'San; - 
bes, ber greiEjeit bes ©ewiffens. 3a, fo oiele ©djulen, iit 
benen ©ottes SBort tägtid^ getrieben wirb, fo oiele 2Baffen= 
fluten haben mir, in benen bas {jeranroacfifenbe ©efdjlecfit geübt 
wirb, bie einzig fiegreidje 28affe roiber ©dnoärnterei unb 2lnti= 
dfjriftenttjum, unb bamit roiber bie gefätjrlid^ften $einbe nuferer 
Freiheit, ju führen, ©inb barum nid)t unfere lutherifdEjen ©e= 
meinbefdjulen ber tjöchfte 33emeis uttferer SSaterlanbsEiebe ? 3 a , 
roir lieben uufer Sanb, barum lieben mir unfere 
©c^ulen. 

0 ihr lutherifdjjen ©taubensgenoffen, ifjr Jlinber ber 9tefor= 
mation, beren Birdie unter bem Sanner ber Freiheit in biefem 
Sattbe gerabe and) burdE) unfere ©deuten fo herrlich unb mädjtig 
emporgeblüht ift, fo lajjt uns benn baitfbar erlernten, was mir 
au unferer Äirdfe ttitb ©d^ute haben; lafjt uns erfennen, baff roir, 
auch ferner unfern ©anl gegen ©ott unb unfere Siebe jtt unferm 
ißaterlanbe ju beroeifen, bann am roirffamften helfen, bie 9teli= 
•giotxsfreiheit unb bamit bie wahre 3öot)tfahrt unfers 93oltes ju 
erhalten, wenn roir eifrig thätig finb im 58au unb pflege unferer 
lutherifcheu Äirdje unb ©djttle. ffiettit gerabe bie tut^erifd^e 
Äirdje ift jwar oft fdjon um bes ©EaubenS mitten oerfolgt roor= 
ben, aber fie hat nie oerfolgt, man hat fie sroar oft bes @(au= 
bens unb Selenntniffes berauben wollen, aber fie ift ftets eüt= 
getreten für ©laubens= unb ©eroiffensfreiheit. 

Sufonberheit ihr 5Eiuber unferer Äirdfe, bie ihr bie ©eg= 
nungen unferer lutherifcheu ©d;ule, bie eure Leiter grünbeten, 
genoffen habt, erfennet, bie größten aller ©egnungen, ewiges 
§eil, ewige Freiheit, ewige ©lüdfeligteit habt ihr bem euch in 
eurer ©dnde fchon gebrachten SBort ju oerbaitfen! ®arum, ihr 
Äinber ber lutherifdjen Kirche, ihr .ftinber ber Gingeroanberten, 
itjr Kiuber unfers SSolfes, fdjaaret bantbaren ^erjens euch um 
unfere ©djiden unb taffet nie fie euch nehmen! Söenn eure SBäter 
aus biefem neuen ißatertanb einft eingegangen fein werben in’S 
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ewige baterlanb, bann Reifet it)r unter bern Banner ber ^rei|eit 
biefeö £anbe§ nufere enangelifdj 4utljerifdE)e Scljule als eine 
©egeusftätte für uttfer 23 o 1 1 erhalten. 

©ott fegne eudfj, ifjr Mitber ber lutlferifcfjeu Äircfje, unb er= 
fialte eud^ iit ber äßaljrljeit; ©ott fegne alle Sinber unfers 23ot= 
les, bes 23oIfes ber bereinigten Staaten oon Sliorbamerica, unb 
ftfjettfe unb erljalte if>nen bie toatjre greifet in bem, ber allein 
frei macijt, bie yreiljeit in (Sljrifto $@fu! Stmen. 


A FREE CHURCH IN A FREE STATE. 


By Prof. A. CRULL. 


It was, indeed, a memorable raoment in the history of 
the world, when, four centuries ago, on the twelfth day 
of August, 1492, that bold mariner, Christopher Colum- 
bus, gave the Order to weigh the anchors and to hoist the 
sails, and when those three small, old-fashioned caravels 
left the port of Palos, and sailed out upon a hitherto un- 
known ocean, in order to find an answer to the question 
whether India, the Eldorado, the land of gold and untold 
riches, could really be reaehed by going west. Oh ! the 
joyful expectations that swelled the bosom of the daring 
adventurer, when the dream of his youth and early man- 
hood was beginning to be realized, when at last, after so 
many years of arduous toil and weary waiting, the object 
of his endeavors, that golden goal, seerned to be within 
his reach ! — But ah! the sad misgivings, the bitter dis- 
appointment, the heart-rending grief that threatened to 
press his heroic soul down into the dust, when failure 
stared him in the face, when days and weeks and months 
passed by in dreadful monotony, and every new hour 
seemed to prove to him anew that all his calculations had 
been erroneous, that he was the yictim of his own inad 
folly, and that he had sacrificed in vain not only his own 
life, but also the lives of his innocent crew who well might 
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call him a base deceiver, a cold-blooded murderer. — But 
oh ! the ecstasy of joy, when, on the morningof the 21st of 
October, there emerged from the billows of the Atlantic 
that sun-gilt little island with its green trees and warbling 
birds and copper-colored men, proving that the calcula- 
tions of the dauntless navigator were correct after all, 
and promising joy, fame, riches, and happiness to him 
and all those that had followed him in his perilous ad- 
venture. Need we wonder, my hearers, that this little 
band of mariners were intoxieated with delight, when they 
beheld the longed for object of their wishes but a short 
distance before them, that tears of joy streamed from 
their enraptured eyes, wlrile they clasped the knees of 
their noble conmmnder, who had guided them to the 
shores of what seemed to them an earthly paradise ? 

And yet, however great their expectations may have 
been, they did not fully realize the greatness of the blessing 
which by this discovery of the New World God had be- 
stowed upon mankind. They were not aware of the fact 
that God in His loving kindness had, unbeknown to them, 
led the way to a new Continent, had opened to the nations 
of the Old World a New World, which, in its grand beauty, 
in its wonderful abuudance of natural riches, in its wise 
institutions for the welfare of its inhabitants, not only 
rivals, bat far excels the Old World. What would have 
been their joy and gratitude, if they could have beheld, 
in a birds’ eye view, as it were, that vast continent which 
fills the Western hemisphere, extending from pole to pole ; 
if they could have seen the best and happiest part of it, 
“ Columbia , the gern of the ocean ,” with its lofty mount- 
ains, such as the picturesque Alleghanies and the grotesque 
Bockies ; with its majestic rivers, such as the “Father 
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of waters,” the grand Mississippi, and the “American 
Rhine,” the lovely Hudson; with its beautiful cascades, 
such as the thundering Niagara and the laughing Minne- 
haha; with its unique chain of fresh water lakes, these 
vast inland seas that justly may be called sparkling dia- 
monds in Columbia’s crown; with its fertile soil which 
produces almost every variety of grain and fruit that can 
be found on the surface of the globe; with its primeval 
forests, abundant with game of every kind; with its 
boundless prairies, the virgin soil of which offers almost 
no resistance to successful cultivation ; with its innuiner- 
able little lakes, fairly teeming with the finny tribe; with 
its exhaustless under-ground treasures of gold, silver, 
lead, copper, iron, and coal, those “black diamonds” ! 

Or again, what would have been their astonishment, if 
they, wlio took possession of the newly discovered land in 
the name of the Spanish crown, thus making it dependent 
froin and subject to that despot-ridden country, some of 
whose rulers were the most cruel tyrants which the world 
has ever been cursed with, — if they, I say, could have 
cast a glance into the future, if the veil covering a few 
centuries had suddenly been removed from their eyes, 
and if they could have seen that the best part of the 
country w-hich they had just discovered, was destined to 
become an asylum for the oppressed, a cradle of liberty, 
a land of the free, where “the government is of the people, 
by the people, and for the people,” a republic offering 
equal rights to all of its citizens, in short, a free State! 

And lastly, what would have been the astonishment 
of Columbus, that benighted Papist, whose efforts in ex- 
tending the power of the Roman Catholic church will un- 
doubtedly earn him yet the doubtful honor of being made 
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the national “Saint” of America, if he could have fore- 
seen that the most important and best part of the world 
which he had discovered, was to enjoy the greatest earthly 
blessing which the good Lord can bestow upon a land and 
its people, namely not only civil, but also religious liberty! 

But what Columbus and bis handful of followers could 
not foresee, this we, the inhabitants of the world which he 
discovered, the citizens of this glorious republic, by the 
grace of God are allowed to see, and to have, and to enjoy, 
and we should indeed be guilty of the basest ingratitude, 
if, in giving thanks to God for all the hlessings bestowed 
upon our country, we were to forget to render thanks for 
the inestimable blessing of civil and religious liberty. 
’Tis true, yonder grand Columbian exposition, by far the 
grandest which the world has ever witnessed, does loudly 
call upon us to remember the goodness of the Lord and 
to give praise and thanks to Him for the untold blessings 
which He has fairly showered down upon our beloved 
country ; but however highly we may prize the inexhaust- 
ible natural resources of our land, and the wonderful 
attainments of the industry, art and science of its in- 
habitants, who, as this grand “World’s Fair” demon- 
strates by an almost overwhelming abundance of proofs, 
may well compete with the rest of the world — yet, after 
all, the greatest and best of all the untold blessings which 
our country is endowed with, that blessing, without which 
we would not be able to really enjoy the other manifold 
gifts of the Almighty, is freedom, a twofold freedom, 
freedom of the body and freedom of conscience, or civil 
and religious liberty. This is the very brightest and the 
most precious of all the sparkling jeweis in Columbia’s 
crown, and it is but meet and right that we render thanks 
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“with kearts, and kands, and voices” to the Giver of all 
good gifts for this inestimable blessing, and it is our 
bounden duty to use our utmost endeavors in Order to 
keep this blessing unimpaired and in all its fullness, for 
ourselves and for the coming generations. 

But, my friends, we are assembled here this evening 
not only as American eitizens, but also as Lutherans, as 
members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America, 
and if we were asked the question: “What blessing does 
this country öfter you, that you, as Lutherans, should be 
especially thankful for?” what would, what should our 
unanimous answer be? Undoubtedly our answer must be 
this: We praise the Lord from the bottom of our hearts 
that in this our beloved country we are privileged to have 
a free Church in a free State, that our Lutheran Church 
of America is a free Church. 

Freedom, kowever, being an idea allowing of different 
definitions, it is necessary to state first of all, what free- 
dom it is which we deem necessary for the welfare of our 
Church, and for the enjoyment of which we are truly 
thankful. 

This freedom is not freedom from law, is not law- 
lessness, is not religious anarchism. Our Church does not 
claim the right, nor has she the desire to believe and to 
teach, to do and not to do, what she pleases. No, she 
acknowledges ä sovereign Lord and Master, the God above 
all gods, and the King above all kings, whose Word islier 
law. “Thus saith the Lord/” is the word of command 
to which she bows in all cases, which determines all her 
articles of faith, regulates all her doings, and settles all 
questions that may arise. And this law of her King she 
possesses in a venerable written document, in the Book 
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of books, the Holy Bible. “The Bihle, the whole Bible, 
and nothing hut the Bible,' ’’ is the fundamental law, the 
Magna Charta, the Constitution of our Church. The Bible 
— not the word of mortal man, however great or wise or 
holy he may be, nor the opinions of man, however plau- 
sible they may seem, and though they be almost univers- 
ally accepted, but the Bible, the written Word of God, 
is her law. — The whole Bible, alike of the Old and New 
Testaments, not only those parts of it which appeal to 
man’s so-called common sense, but also those books, and 
chapters, and passages, and verses, which seem to flatly 
contradict human reason; the whole Bible, not only that 
portion which modern criticism has been pleased to ae- 
knowledge as authentic, but also those passages which the 
loud-mouthed critics of our days in their ungodly science 
have impudently branded as interpolations ; the whole 
Bible, not only those parts of it which contain articles of 
faith and point out the way to our soul’s salvation, but 
also those parts which contain historical, or geographical, 
or geological, or astronomical, or other scientific State- 
ments; in short, the whole Bible, unabridged and uncur- 
tailed, is the fundamental law of our Church. — And 
nothing but the Bible is her law; not the Bible mixed 
with the traditions of former ages ; not the Bible with the 
addition of the decrees of councils or the decisions of an 
infallible pope; not the Bible adapted to the vagaries of 
human opinions, or interpreted by the rales of human 
philosophy; no, nothing but the Bible is the law of our 
Lutheran Church, and by this law she abides, and from 
the obedience to this divine law she would not be free. 

Again, the freedom of our Church in this country is 
not a revolutionarg freedom. Having pitched her tents 
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in this New World, she does by no means feel ealled upon 
to cut loose from the creed and the customs of the Lutheran 
Church in the Old World. For this reason she heartily 
endorses the Confessions of faith, the so-called li Sym- 
bolical Boohs,” of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, in- 
deed not as a Collection of by-laws beside the Word of 
God, but as correct expositions and commentaries to Holy 
Writ. Having conscientiously examined these confessions 
of former ages, and being fully persuaded that they con- 
tain nothing whatsoever but the doctrines of the Holy 
Bible, that they are a clear and distinct digest of the laws 
contained in the Holy Scriptures, our Church willingly 
and cheerfully acknowledges these old Confessions as her 
own, and rallies around this Standard, that all the world 
may know what she believes and teaches, and may see 
that her creed is not a new one, but the creed of the old 
Lutheran Church. 

Not being revolutionary, but rather conservative in 
character, our American Lutheran Church does likewise 
not endeavor to prove her freedom by repudiating the 
time-honored customs and ceremonies of the Lutheran 
Church of former ages. She does not think it necessary, 
nor expedient, nor even a matter of good taste, to prove 
her freedom by aping the customs of the sects by which 
she is surrounded, and by conforming to their generally 
so bare and frigid order of divine worship. Although she 
is well aware of the fact that these outward, liturgical 
forms are in no wise a proof of true Lutheranism, she at 
the same time is also well aware of the fact that the re- 
pudiation of these customs is by no means a proof of true 
freedom or of true Americanism, and for this reason she 
proves her love of freedom by retaining these ancient 
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forms, such as the clerical gown and bands, the altar with 
its crucifix, its paintings or statues, and its lighted tapers, 
the chanting of the officiating clergyman and his making 
the sign of the cross, the use of wafers in the celebration 
of the Lord’s Supper, and the like, and she is not deterred 
from doing so by being foolishly called “outlandish” or 
even “Romish” on that account. 

Lastly , the freedom of our American Lutheran Church 
is not separatistic. The fact of her being a free Church, 
does by no means compel her to keep aioof from others, 
and to go her own solitary way. No, she knows that in 
union there is strength; she knows that it is the will of 
her Master that brethren should dwell together in unity, 
and for this reason she endeavors to promote bvotherly 
unity by all the means at her command. But she knows 
also that according to her Mast er ’s will she must unite 
only with brethren in faith ; that true union is brought 
about only by unity of spirit; that, therefore, a union 
which is accomplished by other considerations, such as 
expediency or mere feeling, is neither pleasing to God 
nor productive of any lasting good. While, therefore, 
on the one band she carefully avoids all churchly com- 
munion with those who are of another household of faith, 
lest she should be guilty of disobeying her Lord and of 
denying His sacred truth, although this exclusiveness on 
her part is generally condemned as want of Christian 
charity, — on the other hand she hails with delight every 
occasion to unite with those who are one with her in spirit ; 
who like her in all things bring into captivity every thought 
to the obedience of Christ ; who, therefore, unrestrictedly 
accept and confess the old Scriptural doctrines of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church. In this wise Lutheran Christians 
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combine to form Lutheran eongregations, and Lutheran 
congregations combine to form Lutheran synods, and Lu- 
theran synods combine to form Lutheran synodical Con- 
ferences or general bodies, and thus united in the truth and 
in the spirit, in closed ranks they march along, a numerous, 
well disciplined army, led by Christ Jesus, the Captain of 
our Salvation, to do the battles of the Lord. — But even 
having entered into such alliances, true Lutherans retain 
their freedom, for no congregational or synodical reso- 
lutions have an y biuding force for them, unless they are 
based on the authority of the Word of God. In all open 
questions, hovvever, or indifferent matters, such as are left 
undecided by the Holy Scriptures, the conscience of every 
individual Lutheran Christian, or congregation, or synod 
is perfectly free to think and believe, to do or not to do, 
as they think proper, although, of course, also in such 
matters they are careful not .to trespass against the divine 
law of Christian charity, or to violate the Golden Rule. 

Having thus seen, my friends, that the freedom for 
which our American Lutheran Church is truly thankful, 
is not the freedom desired by religious anarchists, or 
revolutionists, or separatists, we now may ask: What, 
then, is the freedom which the Lutheran Church in our 
country enjoys, and for which she is in duty bound to 
render her most heartfelt thanks to Almighty God ? 

This freedom, my hearers, is, in short, freedom from 
interference on the part of the State in all matters relating 
to the soul or the conscience of its citizens. The State, 
as such, has jurisdiction only over the body of its citi- 
zens, while it leaves the care for their immortal soul to ' 
their own discretion. The State, as such, does not even 
acknowledge the existence of the human soul, and all mat- 
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ters pertaining to the welfare of the soul are therefore 
foreign to tlie jurisdiction of the State. It is true, the 
State protects the rights of religious societies, but not 
because these societies are religious, because they are 
Lutheran or Presbyterian, Methodist or Baptist, Episco- 
palian or Roman Catholic Organization s, but because the 
members of these religious societies are citizens. The 
State, therefore, is not entitled, under any consideration, 
to subsidize any Institution of religious societies that has 
the welfare of human souls in view, and, on the other 
hand, the State has no right whatever to hinder or thwart 
any such institutions, provided that they do not interfere 
with its legitimate interests. 

This is the state of affairs in our beloved country, 
and for this freedom of our Church from all interference 
on the part of the State, we Lutherans thank the Lord. 
For we now enjoy the precious liberty of serving our God 
according to the dictates of our own conscience. We are 
permitted to teach and believe, to preach and practice, 
what we consider to be divine truth and conducive to our 
soul’s salvation. We are allowed to establish congrega- 
tions and synods, to call preachers and teachers, to build 
churches and schools, seminaries and Colleges, orphan 
asylums and mission-houses at our discretion, and are in 
no way hindered, but rather protected by the State in our 
legitimate efforts to build and spread the kingdom of our 
God. And for this glorious freedom we are in duty bound 
to praise and thank the Lord. 

For, my friends, this inestinmble blessing which 
God has bestowed upon our American Lutheran Church, 
is only too often overlooked. Like bodily health it is 
fully appreciated only by those that have just attained 
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or lost it, while those that have always enjoyed religious 
liberty, ofteri set little störe by it. But would you know 
wbat it means to be deprived of this blessed freedom? 
Let us cast only a few glances into the history of the 
church ! Accomppny me in thought to ancient Rome ! 
We take a stroll in the gardens of the emperor and 
bekold a long row of living human beings, covered with 
tar and pitch, and set afire for purposes of illumination. 
We enter the amphitheatre and see before us in the arena 
a group of youths, and maidens, and women with babes 
at their breast; with a prayer on their lips they kneel 
down on the bloody sand, and patiently await the attack 
of ferocious lions and tigers that are t6 tear them to 
pieces and devour them. We pass along the highways and 
notice every now and then a cross on which the bleeding 
body of a man is suspended. — Why these atrocities, my 
hearers? Were those poor culprits convicted criminals 
who by their heinous crimes had deserved such shocking 
punishment? No, they were Christians who lived in a 
state which did not grant religious liberty to its citizens. 

Or let us pay a short visit to Paris ! Ibis the night of 
August the 24th in the year 1572. The bells in the lofty 
chureh-steeples are just tolling the midnight-liour, when 
bloodthirsty hordes patrol the streets of the city, and enter 
the marked houses of the peaceful Huguenots in order to 
murder them in cold blood. The lif eiess body of the 
venerable Admiral Coligny, literally covered with wounds 
caused by the daggers in the hands of his assassins, is 
thrown through a window into the Street, and even the 
French King, instigated by his infuriated mother, lovels 
his musket at his fugitive subjects, and brings down a 
fleeing mother clasping her helpless infant to her pant- 
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ing bosom. — What crime had the unhappy Huguenots 
committed, that the Pope of Rome, the so-called “Holy 
Father,” thanked God for their extermination by cele- 
brating high-mass and having the “Te Deum” sung? 
Why, they were Reformed Christians living in a state 
which did not grant religious liberty to its citizens. 

Or let us for a few moments stand upon the rocky 
shore of Massachusetts on that bleak December-day of the 
year 1620! Do you see that handful of pilgrims, leaving 
the hospitable shelter of their good ship, the ‘ ‘Mayflower,” 
which had safely borne them across the broad Atlantic, 
and going to face the hardskips of the cold winter in an 
unknown and uncivilized country, and to fight for their 
life with the pangs of hunger, and with the wild beasts 
of the forest, and with the wily redskins? Did these 
Pilgrim Fathers flee from justice, or did want drive them 
away from Old England ? No, indeed, my hearers ! There 
was no room for Puritans in their mother country, for that 
country did not grant religious liberty to its citizens. 

Or let us finally take a look at the religious intolerance 
of modern Russia ! Who is that pale man with the German 
cast of features, whom we see in the midst of Nihilists 
and other criminals that are being transported to the 
horrors of Sibiria? It is a Lutheran clergyman from the 
Baltic provinces, condemned to transportation for no other 
crime but for having administered holy communion to a 
person baptized in the Greek Catholic church. For also 
modern Russia does not grant religious liberty to her 
citizens. 

We, however, my hearers, we, the citizens of the 
United States of America, are granted the inestimable 
blessing of perfect religious liberty, our American Lu- 



theran Church is a perfectly free Church in a free State. 
Are we, then, not in duty bound to thank and praise the 
Lord our God for bestowing upon us this gift of priceless 
value ? Most certainly we are. 

But true gratitude for this incomparable blessing 
does not only oblige us to thank God for bestowing it 
upon us; no, we do not fully appreciate it, unless we 
do everything in our power in order to keep and preserve 
it intact, and to defend it against all eneinies, if need 
be, with our hearts’ blood. For not all religious com- 
munities that enjoy this blessed liberty themselves, are 
willing to let others enjoy it also. There is especially 
one religious Organization, the most numerous of all, the 
Boman Catholic church, that indeed approves of religious 
liberty as long as she is in the minority, but condemns 
it, as soon as she is in the inajority. Do not teil me 
that I exaggerate the case, in making this assertion, for 
facts, historical facts bear me out, and “ facts ,” you know, 
“are stubborn things.” It is not necessary to lay much 
stress upon the sayings and writings of some American 
Catholic magnates and dignitaries-, who probably in an 
unguarded moment were indiscreet enough to betray their 
hearts’ desire, while generally they are cunning enough 
to conceal or deny it, yea even, whenever expedient, to 
extol religious liberty before the ears of the American 
public. No, in Order to make sure of the position of the 
Eomanists in this question, let us rather consult the official 
records, which furnish an abundance of documentary evi- 
dence in proof of the assertion that the Church of Korne 
is the declared enemy of religious liberty. Thus, for in- 
stance, we read in the collection of papal decrees, approved 
of by Pope Gregory IX.: “The secular rulers, whatever 
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office they may hold, are to be admonished and, if need 
be, to be compelled by ecclesiastical means of correction 
to solemnly swear that they will conscientiously endeavor 
and exert themselves to exterminate from their territories 
all heretics designated by the Church.” Again, in the 
Papal laws we read: “Obstinate heretics must be pun- 
ished, even though they have been given a safe-conduct. 
Their houses must be torn down and their property con- 
fiscated, even if they have Catholic ehildren. The confis- 
cated property of heretics is to be kept at the disposal of 
the Pope.” Again, in his encyclical letter of Dec. 8th, 
1864, the late pope, Pio Nono, “rejects, repudiates, and 
condemns by his apostolic authority” the doctrine that 
the church is not entitled to discipline by temporal punish- 
ment those that trespass against her laws. — Or let us 
open the books of history, and what do we find? That 
the Church of Kome, whenever and wherever she had 
the power to do so, persecuted and exterminated all dis- 
senters in the most diabolical manner. Let me remind 
you ouly of the hideous Inquisition, by which Romish In- 
stitution in thirty years, from 1550 tili 1580, in the Nether- 
lands, France, England, Spain and Italy, there were mur- 
dered for their religion’s sake 900,000 human beings ! 
Forsooth, my friends, our Lutheran Church is fully justi- 
fied in teaching that, for this and many other reasons, the 
Pope of Rome is the true Antichrist, and that papacy is 
that scarlet woman of the Book of Revelation, “drunken 
with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the 
martyrs of Jesus,” 

But there is yet another enemy of the freedom of 
our Church to whom I wish to call your attention by a few 
closing remarks. This enemy struck a blow at the free- 
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dom of our Churcli by striking a blow at her schools; by 
trying to interfere with her work of training her own chil- 
dren ; by arrogantly assuming the right to dictate to her 
at what age, and in what branches of learning, and in 
what language her children are to be taught in the schools 
whick she herseif has established, and which she supports 
by her own means. You undoubtedly well remember, 
my hearers, how in the past few years the odious school- 
laws of Wisconsin and Illinois, practically endorsed by a 
great political party, tkreatened to deprive our Lutheran 
Church of her godgiven right and her sacred duty to 
care for the souls of her own children in training not 
only their minds, but also their kearts, in educating not 
only good American citizens, but also good Lutheran 
' Christians. It is true, the immediate danger is passed; 
“we have met the enemy, and they are ours by the help 
of God we have gained a decisive victory. But we must 
not rest on our laureis, for though our enemy has lost the 
victory, he has not lost his enmity. While we, therefore, 
devoutly thank the Lord for having bestowed upon us 
religious liberty; and while we earnestly beseech Him to 
preserve this great blessing to us and our children : let us 
also keep our eyes wide open, let us watch and pray, and 
use our utmost endeavors, and spare no pains, and, if 
need be, sacrifice all our earthly possessions for the blessed 
privilege of being a free Church in a free 8 täte! 


